
April 27, 2020 

Words from Winn Brook 
 

Janet Carey, Principal Principal’s Newsletter 

Planning for Next Year 

Respect             Community           High Expectations 

     Despite these uncertain times, we are 

beginning our work on classroom assign-

ments for next year. The first step in this 

process is eliciting your feedback.  Please 

note that as we try to anticipate how we meet chil-

dren’s needs next year, we are in the process of plan-

ning how it might look, which might be different from 

how we’ve always done things. 

  

      In order to be as thorough as possible, we involve a 

number of people in the decision making process.  Cur-

rent classroom teachers, specialists, special education 

teachers, the school psychologist and the guidance 

counselor will assist in assigning students for the 2020-

2021 school year.  There are many factors which we 

take into consideration when creating class lists and the 

placement process is incredibly complex.  Teachers 

work tirelessly to create classrooms that are balanced 

academically and are designed to enable each child to 

thrive and each class to meld and grow as a group 

 

     It is not necessary for parents to submit a letter re-

lated to placement.  We will place each child with a 

great deal of care and consideration regardless of 

whether or not we receive a letter from you.  If, how-

ever, you have information regarding your child’s learn-

ing style, academic strengths and challenges,  or physi-

cal, social or family issues that you wish to share with 

us, you are welcome to do so.  All such information 

s h o u l d  b e  e m a i l e d  t o  J a n e t  C a r e y

(jcarey@belmont.k12.ma.us) by May 6th.  If you wish 

to communicate information regarding more than one 

child, please send a separate letter for each.  Since stu-

dents grow and change so rapidly,  we do not save pa-

rental input from year to year, so please do not assume 

that we will consider information that you previously 

provided.  

 

      We cannot accept requests to place a child  

with a specific friend or a specific teacher.  We 

will work hard to ensure that each student will be in a 

class with good learning partners and familiar peers that 

create feelings of comfort and safety.  Although the 

     We miss seeing your children each day and are 

incredibly sad that we won’t be able to share the same 

space for the remainder of the school year.   While 

the building is closed,  we are still “having school”  by 

maintaining a sense of community and continuing to 

grow and learn. 

 

    As we shifted into Phase II of our distance learning 

plan, our teachers began sending home new curricu-

lum in students’ grids.  I have been amazed at their 

creativity, dedication, flexibility and ability to quickly 

master new technology in order to deliver such high 

quality instruction in these extraordinary circumstanc-

es. Thanks to a committee of educators, we are 

“ahead of the curve” in terms of meeting the state’s 

expectations for introducing new content.   We are 

also thankful to all of you for working so hard to carry 

out the assignments that our teachers send home each 

week.  

 

     The health and safety of all our community mem-

bers, of course, comes first and foremost.   Assuming 

that your family situation allows for your child to ac-

cess school, please note that the components of the 

grid constitute a three-hour long remote learning pro-

gram. Please encourage you child to complete all as-

pects of the grid. They are balanced with academics, 

social emotional learning, physical education and the 

arts.   

 

Please see page 2 for frequently  asked questions. 

Distance Learning 

placement teams will give careful consideration to the 

information you provide, we must consider a variety 

of factors as we determine the best situation for the 

grade level as a whole. 

 

     During the summer months, you will be notified of 

your son’s/daughter’s class placement.  Since the 

placement process is complex and involves a team of 

people, changes in placement should not be requested. 



I Wonder... 
 

Why can’t teachers send worksheets for the children to complete? 

It is critical that we give all our students equal access to learning.  Some families do not have printers and 

some have printers but no longer have a supply of ink.   Instructional activities that require paper, may be 

done on whatever type of paper that is available to your child.  

 

 

Why can’t teachers instruct through face-to-face meetings instead of prerecorded videos and 

slides? 

We are trying to provide social emotional support and maintain a sense of community through face-to-face 

Google meetings.  However, we know that all students do not have access  to devices at the same time 

of day.   We are, therefore, providing lessons that do not need to accessed by all students simultaneous-

ly.  This allows children to do their school work based on a schedule that works for their families. 

 

 

Will my child be able to retrieve belongings from the school at some point? 

The district is working on a staggered schedule that will allow teachers and students to retrieve belong-

ings.  Please be patient, the Board of Health will be advising us on the best timing. 

 

 

Will my child still get a report card? 

A team of administrators and educators is in the process of addressing this question.  A clear plan will be 

shared with you as soon as it is solidified. 

 

 

Will our 4th graders have any of the special activates that they customarily have? 

We know that the school closure is particularly impactful on our fourth graders who are not only losing  

their last months at Winn Brook, but also the celebrations and rituals that are designed to celebrate them 

and provide them with closure. For this reason, we will be brainstorming alternative ways to honor and cele-

brate our graduates. It is important to all of us, even in these challenging times, to provide our fourth grad-

ers with a meaningful transition and an appropriate way to say good-bye to Winn Brook.   
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UNICEF has created an easy to read brochure for families 

called:  COVID 19 Parenting.  It includes great tips for 

managing these stressful times and supporting children’s 

mental health. 

https://www.unicef.org/media/67211/file

