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Planning for Next Year 
     Since student placement is an important, 

complicated and very time consuming task, 

we are ready to begin planning for next 

year’s classroom assignments.  There are many factors 

which we take into consideration when creating class lists.  

We try to balance the classes in terms of gender, academ-

ic performance, and special needs.  We take into consid-

eration social issues and try to separate children who have 

a great deal of difficulty working together.   
 

      In order to be as thorough as possible, we involve a 

number of people in the decision making process.  Cur-

rent classroom teachers, specialists, special education 

teachers, the school psychologist and the guidance coun-

selor will assist in assigning students for the 2019-20 

school year.   
 

     It is not necessary for parents to submit a letter relat-

ed to placement.  We will place each child with a great 

deal of care and consideration regardless of whether or 

not we receive a letter from you.  If, however, you have 

information regarding your child’s learning style, academic 

strengths and challenges or physical, social or family issues 

that you wish to share with us, you are welcome to do so.  

All such information should be submitted in writing and 

addressed to Janet Carey.  Although the placement teams 

will give careful consideration to the information you pro-

vide, we must consider a variety of factors as we deter-

mine the best situation for the grade level as a whole. 
 

      We do not accept requests to place a child  

with a specific friend or a specific teacher.  If you 

wish to communicate information regarding more than 

one child, please send a separate letter for each student.  

Since students grow and change so rapidly,  we do not 

save parental input from year to year, so please do not 

assume that we will consider information that you previ-

ously provided.  Should you feel that a letter is warranted, 

it must submitted by  Friday, May 3rd. 
 

     You will be notified in mid-July regarding your son’s/

daughter’s class placement.  Since the placement process 

is complex and involves a team of people, changes in 

placement should not be requested. 

Taking a Brain Break 

     You may wonder what we are doing on those 

Wednesdays when students leave at 1:50 pm.  We 

participate in a variety of professional development 

activities including  Professional Learning Team pro-

jects.  Each team of educators identifies a goal, intend-

ed to expand their learning and/or their students’ 

learning.  This year, our kindergarten team collaborat-

ed with Jessica Smith, our occupational therapist, in 

order to create a new and exciting sensory-motor 

opportunity for our youngest students.  The resulting 

“Sensory Pathway” includes gross motor exercises 

which are used to create  “brain breaks” throughout 

the school day. Students follow the alphabet path 

while hopping over puddles, balancing on logs, stop-

ping for wall-pushups, etc.  Ms. Smith notes:  

“Organized gross motor tasks get the blood pumping, 

helping children to sit still and focus for longer periods 

of time in the classroom. Sensory Pathways assist 

those that need to increase their energy and arousal 

level as well as those who need to calm and organize 

their bodies.” 
 

     This is just one of the exciting projects undertaken 

by our teachers and specialists. 

The 2019-20 school calendar is available 

here: BPS Calendar 2019-2020 PDF 

Respect             Community           High Expectations 

https://www.belmont.k12.ma.us/bps/Portals/0/docs/calendar/BPS-Calendar-2019-2020.pdf


Upcoming Events 
 

 4/11&12 Habitat aquatic insect program for gr. 1 * 

 4/11 Bingo Night for gr. 4 * 

 4/15—19 NO SCHOOL—April vacation 

 4/23 & 25 MCAS testing  for gr. 4 

 4/26 4th grade photo day 

 4/29 Beekeeper visit to gr. 2  * 

 4/29 & 30 MCAS testing for gr. 3 

 5/1 Staff Appreciation Luncheon  * 

 5/2&3 Screening  for incoming kindergarteners, NO    
 SCHOOL for current kindergarten  students 

 5/21 & 22 Habitat field trip for gr. 1 * 

 5/7 & 13 Paul Revere House program for grade  3  * 

 5/27 NO SCHOOL—Memorial Day  

 5/29 Early Release Day, 11:50 am 

 6/14 4th Grade Breakfast, 8am in the cafeteria 

 Parents are welcome. 

 6/14 End of Year Concert, 9:20am in the gym 

 6/17 Final day of school—early release 

 11:50 dismissal 

     * PTA sponsored events 

Spring Orchestra Concert 

     On May 22 at 7:00pm in the CMS Au-

ditorium, the students from Belmont or-

chestras in grades 4 and 5, and the BHS 

honors chamber orchestra will present a 

concert of varying styles and genres. This 

special vertical alignment concert is designed to pro-

mote retention and showcase the skills of our string at 

different grade levels. There will be an optional coffee 

hour for orchestra parents to gather at CMS before the 

concert begins (more info to come).  

K Intake Screening Day 

     Our current kindergarteners will not have school 

on May 2nd and 3rd so that we are able to screen and 

place the kindergarteners who will be entering school 

in September, 2019.   Parents of our incoming kinder-

garteners will be asked to set up an appointment for 

our Intake Screening Day.  Children must attend this 

40 minute appointment with their parent/guardian.  In 

a game-like format, we will assess early learning skills.   

It is a nice opportunity for the children to see a typical 

kindergarten classroom and meet some of our teach-

ers. 

    We all need some sun exposure—it is the 

best source of vitamin D, which helps our bodies ab-

sorb calcium for strong and healthy bones. Too much 

unprotected time in the sun may cause skin damage, 

eye damage and skin cancer.  Follow these precautions 

for safe play in the sun: 

 Cover up: wear sun-protective garments when possi-

ble, i.e., long sleeved shirt, long pants, hat with wide 

brim. 

 Use sunscreen consistently:  select a SPF of 30 or 

higher, one that protects against UVA & UVB rays 

(“broad-spectrum” sunscreen). 

 Protective eyewear for children: wear sunglasses 

with labels ensuring they provide 100% UV protection. 

 Limit time in the sun: sun is strongest from 10 a.m. 

to 4 p.m. 

 Medications: some can increase sun sensitivity so take 

extra precautions (covering up or stay indoors) if taking 

medications. 

Tips from Our Nurse 

Two of our 4th grade artists surprised us 

with this fantastic banner which is on display 

in the front lobby. 

REMINDER: 
 

     Wearing proper footwear is  

necessary for ease of movement 

and protection from injury. Dress your child in 

shoes that are large enough, are soft, and have a 

fairly flexible sole. The sole should also be flat. 

Proper footwear is most important during a sport 

so avoid flip flops or dress shoes on gym days: 

sneakers are best. 


