
Page 1 
 

WELLINGTON 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

 
STUDENT 

HANDBOOK 

 
Wellington Elementary School 

121 Orchard Street 

617-993-5600 

 

Principal: Dr. Heidi Paisner 

Assistant Principal: Ms. Annemarie Stewart 



Page 2 
 

Dear Wellington Elementary School Students, 
  
We are happy to present you with your Wellington Elementary School Student Handbook and 
to begin this new school year together. 
 
If you are new to Wellington Elementary School, welcome to our school! We are excited you 
are here and can’t wait to get to know you. Please take some time to carefully read all of the 
pages of this handbook with your parents or guardians. 
  
If you are returning to Wellington Elementary School, welcome to the 2019-2020 school year! 
The information in this Student Handbook will not be completely new, but it is still important to 
review each page with your parents or guardians to make sure you remember all of our 
school’s expectations and procedures. 
  
Three key things to remember about being a student at Wellington are: Effort, Respect, 
and Responsibility! If you remember these three things while doing your best every day, 
you will have a great school year. Each and every one of you make our school special, and 
together we are a strong community.  
 
Sincerely, 
Dr. Paisner and Ms. Stewart 
 

 
Effort-Respect-Responsibility 
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Parents/Guardians: For a LOT more important information about 
the school, please see the Wellington Elementary School Family 
Handbook, which should always be used in conjunction with this 
Student Handbook. Find it online at 
www.belmont.k12.ma.us/wellington/handbook.  
 
 
Who was Roger E. Wellington? 
The school’s name honors Mr. Roger E. Wellington, one of Belmont’s 
original settlers and the former owner of the land on which the 
school is located. The Roger Wellington School was originally built 
and operated as Belmont High School. In 1972, the high school 
moved to its present location on Concord Avenue, and Wellington 
officially opened its doors as an elementary school. Over the years, 
the number of students attending Wellington increased as the 
Payson Park and Kendall Elementary schools were closed. In 2010 
Wellington Elementary School was torn down and the new 
Wellington Elementary School opened its doors for students in the 
fall of 2011. In recent years, Wellington Elementary School has had 
an enrollment of approximately 590 students in grades K - 4. The 
Wellington Elementary also houses the Belmont Public School 
Preschool Program which serves more than 80 preschoolers, as well 
as students in two collaborative classrooms. 
 
 

http://www.belmont.k12.ma.us/
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What is does it mean to be a bucket-filler?  

 
Each of us owns an invisible bucket.  It is constantly emptied or 
filled, depending on how positively we interact with the people 
around us.  When our buckets are full, we feel great.  When our 
bucket is empty, we do not feel so great. 

When we fill other people’s buckets – by saying or doing things to 
increase their positive feelings – we also fill our own bucket.  A full 
bucket gives us a positive outlook and renewed energy.  Each of us 
also has an invisible dipper.  When we use that dipper to dip from 
others’ buckets – by saying or doing things that decrease others’ 
positive feelings – we also empty our own bucket.  Sometimes our 
buckets are empty when we experience something unpleasant or we 
forget to be kind to others. 

We face a choice every moment of the day: We can either be a 
bucket-filler, creating positive feelings that spread among the 
people we interact with during the day, or we can dip from other’s 
buckets.  It’s an important choice – one that affects our 
relationships, work, health, and happiness. 

At Wellington Elementary School we strive to create a climate where 
everyone is a bucket-filler, each and every day. 
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Everybody, Everyday, Will Be: 
RESPONSIBLE * RESPECTFUL * EFFORTFUL 

 

 
CLASSROOM 

 
 

 

 
HALLWAY 

 

 

 
RESTROOM 

 
 
 

 
PLAYGROUND  

 

 

 
CAFETERIA 

 

 

 RESPONSIBLE: Be a self-manager! Keep your hands, feet, and body to yourself. 

Arrive on time and 
ready to learn. 

Be 
mindful 

of others.  

Keep the 
restroom clean. 

Use words to 
solve 

problems; ask 
for help if you 

need it. 

Stay seated; 
 raise hand to  

leave your seat. 

RESPECTFUL: Be a direction-follower! Follow all directions. 

Participate in  
learning with a  

positive attitude. 

Hold the 
door  
for 

everyone. 

Respect other’s 
privacy. 

Use equipment 
appropriately/ 
follow agreed 
game rules. 

Speak in an 
indoor, low voice. 

Effortful: Be a bucket-filler! Think of positive things that you can say and do. 

Work hard and give 
your best effort. 

Stay in 
line and  

walk 
quietly. 

Leave restroom 
immediately when 

finished. 

Include others 
who want to 

join. 

 
Eat your lunch.  

 

 
 
  

https://thumbs.dreamstime.com/z/public-restroom-26626523.jpg
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Very serious situations:  
The following actions or choices are unacceptable because they are dangerous or make it harder for 
others to learn and feel safe in school. These very serious situations include: 

• Hurting another person either physically (with the body), by throwing objects at or towards 
another person, or verbally (with words). 

• Using inappropriate language or threatening others. 
• Destroying, damaging, or stealing property. 
• Leaving school or school grounds without permission. 
• Bringing items to school that could be used in ways that are dangerous, disruptive, or 

threatening to others. 
• Bullying (See http://www.belmont.k12.ma.us/bps/Parents/Bullying-Prevention-Plan) 

 
Responses and consequences for very serious situations: 

• After discussing the situation with parents/guardians and appropriate school staff, one of the 
principals or the person in charge will select appropriate consequences and will develop a plan 
to help the student improve his or her behavior. 

• If the school administrator or designee determines that a formal suspension or further steps 
are necessary, the procedures stated in the Belmont School Committee’s Policy 5144A will be 
followed. 

 
Additional information or special situations: 

• The school administrator or any person in charge has the right to inspect a student’s desk or 
personal belongings if he/she feels this is necessary to protect the safety of any students. 

• Harassment on the basis of sex, color, national origin, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
and disability in any form is illegal and is never allowed in our school. This includes comments, 
gestures, or physical contact. It also involves creating, sharing, or showing others written 
materials or pictures containing unkind messages about a person’s race, ethnicity, religion, age, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability. 

 
 

http://www.belmont.k12.ma.us/bps/Parents/Bullying-Prevention-Plan
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Important Wellington Elementary School Processes: 

 Arriving to school:  
• We arrive by 8:35AM but never before 8:25AM. There is NO ONE available to supervise early 

students. 
• Instruction begins at 8:40AM each day. 
• If we walk to school, we cross streets only at crosswalks; we look both ways when crossing the 

street. 
• If we ride the bus, we follow all adult directions, stay seated, use indoor voices, and keep our 

bodies and every object inside the bus at all times. Note: Sometimes buses arrive before 
8:25AM or after 8:40AM. We have a bus monitor to supervise these extraordinary 
circumstances for bus riders only. 

• Upon arrival to school, we enter the school through the main doors, going to the waiting area 
for our grade level as directed by teachers. 

 Dismissing from school: 
• When school is over, we go directly home or to our after-school care programs, according to 

agreed-upon plans. 
• If dismissal plans temporarily change (e.g., for a play date or another reason), our 

parents/guardians write a note to the teacher outlining the new plan, and then a new dismissal 
plan is made. 

• If we meet friends, parents/guardians, and siblings we do so outside the building, on the grade-
appropriate side of the school (K-G1 on the Lower School side and G2-4 on the Upper School 
side). After being picked up by an adult on their grade-level side, children and their supervising 
adult(s) are welcome to enjoy either school playground but must remain outside and may not 
cut through the building.  Note: Wellington School staff members are not available to supervise 
children after dismissal. 

• If the adult who is picking us up is late, we immediately come back to the office for help in 
calling home. 

• If we stay to play on the playground, our parent/guardian or care provider is supervising us, and 
we stay no later than one hour past dismissal. 

• If we walk home, our parents/guardians have written a permission note to the teacher. To walk 
home, we leave school grounds immediately, and cross streets only at crosswalks; we look both 
ways when crossing the street.  

• If we ride the bus home, we follow all adult directions, stay seated, use indoor voices, and keep 
our bodies and every object inside the bus at all times. 

Use of computers: 
• The Belmont Public Schools has a student network acceptable use policy that pertains to all 

students K-12. Please read the policy by going to 
http://www.belmont.k12.ma.us/bps/Students/Student-Network-Acceptable-Use-Policy-Gr-K-12.  

http://www.belmont.k12.ma.us/bps/Students/Student-Network-Acceptable-Use-Policy-Gr-K-12
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Wellington Elementary School Contract 
 
We have read the Wellington Elementary School Student Handbook 
together, and we understand all rules, expectations, and processes 
that are expected to be followed in order to make our school a safe, 
comfortable, and respectful place of learning. 
 
_____________________________________ (Student’s Signature) 
 
_____________________________________ (Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature) 

 
_____________________________________ (Date) 

 
           Check this box if you need a hard copy of the companion to this handbook known as the 
Wellington Elementary School Family Handbook. This different, more detailed handbook is a 
comprehensive guide for parents and guardians about how Wellington Elementary School and the 
Belmont Public Schools work. Electronic copies of the Wellington Elementary School Family Handbook 
are available online: www.belmont.k12.ma.us/wellington/handbook.  

 
After signing this page, please carefully remove it from your Student Handbook and return to your 
teacher! Please return this page by Friday, September 13. Please keep your Student Handbook for 
further reference. Thank you. 
 

http://www.belmont.k12.ma.us/

