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Our Kindergarteners are learning to keep 
a steady, musical beat using their bodies 
and unpitched percussion instruments. 
Whether we are using a large elastic to 
play musical circle games together to 
help us understand how our musical 
movements impact others, practicing 
using our various singing, speaking, 
whisper, or silly voices, or learning new 
beat patterns to songs and poems, we 
have fun learning and experiencing 
music together once a week! Some of 
our favorite songs to sing and move to 
this fall were Aiken Drum, Autumn 
Leaves, and Go ‘Round the Mountain. 

KINDERGARTEN

The week MUSIC SHARING

FALL/WINTER

Dear Winn Brook Families,
It has been so long since we last were 
able to gather in the Winn Brook gym to 
sing and play music together. Last year, 
it was wonderful to hear and see so 
many of you during our online learning - 
but I can’t wait to see you in person! 
Thank you for continuing to support Winn 
Brook students’ musical experiences in 
your homes! I’ve so enjoyed having our 
students back in our music classroom 
and I’m excited to share our learning 
with you through this newsletter! 

Mrs. Bettinelli

Grade 1 students are also working on 
understanding steady beat using their 
bodies and various classroom 
instruments. We are discussing the four 
instrument families of the orchestra 
(strings, woodwinds, brass, & percussion) 
and how various instruments and families 
have different timbres, or qualities of 
sound. Some of our favorites songs this 
year are Mother Gooney Bird,
The Mood Song, Mulberry 
Bush, & My Hat it Has Three
Corners.

GRADE 1

Interested in hearing some of the 
books we’ve read and sung in our 
K-2 classes? If so, click below!

The week before Thanksgiving, students 
in Grades 3 & 4 had the opportunity to 
share their musical interests with their 
classmates in music class. It was an 
absolute treat to hear our Winn Brook 
students play pieces and tunes they’ve 
learned on the piano, trumpet, guitar, 
ukulele, flute, cello, and a variety of 
other instruments! Some students chose 
to sing a song they had prepared 
outside of class, while others brought in 
interesting instruments they’ve found on 
family trips or around their homes! Still 
others shared dance-party mixes of 
songs they coded on a coding website!

    CLICK HERE if you’d like to see
    see some examples of our 
    talented students’ work!

https://youtu.be/EfowEhfmEsE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rR8dSQRouWs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rR8dSQRouWs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RETE1eKpUpw&t=311s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RETE1eKpUpw&t=311s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tcmi7pnvFAQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tcmi7pnvFAQ
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Please reach out if you have any 
questions about our music curriculum or 
how you can support music making at 
home! I love to hear from Winn Brook 
Families! 

QUESTIONS

It is wonderful to hear our Grade 4 
students sing and play together in our 
classroom, and I can’t wait until we can 
learn some fun songs to share with our 
community this spring! This fall, they’ve 
really focused on playing rhythms and 
melodies on mallet instruments, 
practicing their music reading and 
notation skills, and have learned about 
famous musicians like Itzhak Perlman 
and Yo Yo Ma. In addition to this work, 
Grade 4 students have started to learn 
about how songs have impacted 
positive social change in communities in 
America. We started this work with 
learning about Bob Dylan and specific 
songs and messages he wrote that 
became popular. We then learned 
about Freedom Songs from a musician 
named Imani Uzuri. Over the next two 
months, we will continue thinking about 
Songs for Change, and will have the 
opportunity to write our own songs of 
hope - complete with original lyrics, 
melodies, and rhythms! Great 
work, Grade 4!

GRADE 4
Grade 2 students are learning to 
understand, decode, and read musical 
notation (duple and triple meters). We 
do this through using musical terms like 
quarter notes/rests, eighth notes, time 
signatures and other musical syllables 
like du, du-de, & du-da-di. We’ve 
listened and moved to music by Bach 
and Tchaikovsky and started to learn to 
hold and use two mallets to play our 
wonderful xylophones, metallophones, 
and glockenspiels in our classroom!

  We also had a great time
  learning the basics of folk 
  dancing - in longways sets
  and circles!

GRADE 2

Grade 3 students have worked so hard 
this year! They’ve continued to work on 
their musical notation skills, are learning 
to play duple and triple rhythm patterns 
in time on pitched and unpitched 
percussion instruments, and have 
practiced using healthy vocal technique 
while singing songs. We are improving in 
how we use two mallets on barred 
instruments, and even played a 3-part 
piece of music called Balafon!  We’ve 
also discussed various Musicians of the 
Month, including the conductor 
Gustavo Dudamel and 
percussionist Evelyn Glennie.

GRADE 3

We are really hoping to be able to 
come together for an in-person concert 
later this year. With the return of sunny 
and warmer weather, gathering outside 
and hearing Winn Brook students share 
what they’ve learned in music class 
seems like a possibility! I will be in touch 
in the spring to share any news about 
possible spring concerts at Winn Brook. I 
really look forward to the day when we 
can all safely and musically celebrate 
together!

UPCOMING

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JZnzjzjYkK0&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JZnzjzjYkK0&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWwgrjjIMXA
https://www.carnegiehall.org/Education/Programs/Musical-Explorers/Digital/Program-One/Imani
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I76d7JZuG2g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Dlhan81qB0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=UJr6RFBfcag&feature=emb_title
https://www.evelyn.co.uk/


In music class, we create, perform, respond, and 
connect to and through music! We’d love for you to 
see a glimpse into our classroom! Not all classes are 
represented in this video, but the content shared for 

each grade level applies to all classes in each grade. 
We hope you enjoy seeing us be musical!

Kindergarten: Beginning-Minute 2:56
Grade 1: Minutes 2:57-4:40
Grade 2: Minutes 4:41-7:18
Grade 3: Minutes 7:19-9:03
Grade 4: Minutes 9:04-End

MUSIC LEARNING VIDEO

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CqQc-VMguNY

