
 

 

BHS Community Service Highlights, 2015-16 

 

 

September-October 

Connectors Program:  This program aims to facilitate a smooth and personal transition for incoming freshmen and transfer 

students. I work with the PTO chairs responsible for the program on registration, training of Connectors, and the 

orientation/pizza party held for all the Connectors and new freshmen during the last week of August.  In addition, before school 

opened, we held a new, daytime orientation for new transfer students and their parents.  About 310 new students attended the 

freshman orientation, and we had 95 juniors and seniors who volunteered to be Connectors. 

 

Connecting with Belmont:  This was our 17th annual fall Saturday afternoon of service and ice cream. Students worked at the 

Belmont Food Pantry, Belmont Library, Belmont Acres Farm,   the Recreation Dept (at the Softball Field), Woodland Garden, 

Habitat, Beech Street Center, Photo/Journalism, and sandwich-making for the programs of the Middlesex Human Service 

Agency.  At the end of the afternoon, students returned to BHS for ice cream and to make cards for Belmont Manor and 

Children’s Hospital.  The afternoon is funded in part through local merchant in-kind donations 

 

Making Strides for Breast Cancer/Hot Pink BHS:  Every year, a group from BHS walks in the American Cancer Society’s 

Making Strides Against Breast Cancer walk. As in the past, we combined efforts of the walkers, the BHS community and the 

larger Belmont community to fight breast cancer and support the BHS Making Strides team.  Because we had raised the third 

highest amount ($15,100) in the 2014 High School Challenge in Metro Boston, all members of the BHS walk team were up on 

the stage at the Hatch Shell to kick off the walk this past October.   

 

This year, we expanded the activities. Not only did Belmontian members walk, but they were joined by the cheerleaders and 

football team, who walked in solidarity. Students sold wristbands, pins, and "breast cancer mints", held a t-shirt slogan contest 

and sold “I WALK FOR THE 1 IN 8” T-shirts at school, at the Belmont and Mt. Auburn Star Markets, and at the freezing cold 

“Pinkout” football game. They also solicited merchants, not only for prizes for our annual “Pinkapalooza” (a day to wear pink), 

but for monetary support of the team, as well.  A Chocolate Dream, Bells & Whistles, Bessie Blue, Body Trio, Champions,  

Moozy’s, Nick’s Pizza II, 30 Petals, and Bertucci’s (Alewife)  each donated a portion of their revenue generated on specific 

days to our team. Hammond Residential and Hollingworth 5 and 10 (formerly Ben Franklin) made monetary contributions.   

As always, we partnered with Belmont Car Wash and dried cars for eight hours on a Saturday; Belmont Car Wash donated $1 

per car and all of the tips to our cause. In addition, some members went trick-or-treating for breast cancer.   We held our second 

“Hot Pink Finale” in which members placed one collection jug per department in the hall, representing participating teachers 

from each department.   Those teachers were bound to sport pink hair in school on Halloween if their department earned the 

most money.  All members of the Math Department made good on their promise and sprayed their hair pink (or wore a pink 

wig)!  

  

From all of these activities, we were able to contribute over $15,890 (our record!) to the American Cancer Society’s efforts in 

breast cancer education, research, prevention, and treatment, making Belmont High the second highest team in the 2015 High 

School Challenge. Come October, BHS students will again be on the stage of the Hatch Shell.  In addition, we were able to 

donate 25 t-shirts to patients at the Mt. Auburn Hospital Hoffman Breast Center and an additional 25 to the American Cancer 

Society. 

 

Looking ahead to next year, I am able to share a piece of exciting and generous news.  Hammond Residential approached me in 

February, wanting to support some service activities going forward. They have since decided to underwrite the entire cost of 

the t-shirts we sell, will serve as an additional point of sale, and will use their regular publicity to increase sales and donations 

to our team!  

 

November-January 

Toiletries Drive:  Working to Help the Homeless (WTHH) held a toiletries drive to benefit the Middlesex Human Service 

Agency, which is located in Waltham, and operates a soup kitchen, shelters, and rehab and detox programs.  

 

Card Making for Troops: One afternoon after school, we held our third annual drop-in card making activity for the troops.  

We also coordinated card-making at the after-cares in the other schools.  Hundreds of cards were made and sent to our troops 

away from home for the holidays through Operation American Soldier. 

 

Senior Citizen Thanksgiving “Dinner”:  BHS students were asked to wait on the town’s senior citizens at their Thanksgiving 

Dinner luncheon, a recent innovation at the Beech Street Center. 

 

 

 



Snowflakes: This is one of our most ambitious activities of the year, where we sell glittery plastic snowflake ornaments to 

students and staff, who order them to be delivered to their friends.  All of the money goes to fill holiday wish lists (including 

many basic items) for clients of Community Servings, eastern Massachusetts’ free meal delivery organization for people 

critically ill with life-threatening illnesses. Students do the shopping and create decorated baskets into which the gifts are 

placed.  We raised well over $2000 and adopted nine people from 3 families (and with help again from Walmart, Harvard 

Vanguard, and special donors, were able to include 2 new bikes and helmets for the children requesting them). 

 

Toys for Tots:  BHS and participating classes in various Belmont schools contributed to a collection of toys for needy 

families. 

 

Senior Citizens Holiday Luncheon:  By longstanding tradition, BHS students are asked every year to wait on the town’s 

elders at the annual Council on Aging Holiday Luncheon. Wearing holiday gear, the teens serve, clean up, and spread holiday 

cheer. 

 

Martin Luther King Day Breakfast:  BHS students help annually with set up, serving, clean up, and child care. 

 

Voter Registration Drive:  As an officially deputized registrar, I held an in-school drive, supported by the Town Clerk’s 

office, prior to the presidential primary.   

 

Snow Shoveling for Senior Citizens (all winter):  BHS students sign up to be shoveling resources for Belmont’s senior 

citizens.  The Council on Aging matches residents with students to keep the sidewalks open and ice-free. Over 80 students 

signed up and had a slower season, compared to the record snows of last year. 

 

February-March   

Stocking Y2Y’s Food Pantry:  Y2Y (Youth to Youth) is the new shelter in Harvard Square for youth, ages 18-24.  Run by 

Harvard alums with Harvard student volunteers, this is only the second youth shelter in the Boston area. Last year’s WTHH 

Coffeehouse proceeds went toward the work to open the shelter, which has 22 beds. Y2Y asked the club if we would help stock 

their food pantry.  With a model we have used before, club members and I spent a cold Saturday in late February  outside Star 

Market in Belmont, handing out lists of the shelter’s needed items, and raising awareness.  Customers bought the items while 

they shopped and dropped them off as they left.  We bagged them and piled them in my car (it took two trips in my SUV to get 

it there)—29 boxes and 26 bags of groceries, along with donations of about $300—beyond their wildest dreams! 

 

 Pajamarama:  Once again, we joined the Cradles to Crayons/Bruins Pajama Drive, which provides new warm pajamas for 

poor and homeless children in Massachusetts.  In February, the Belmontian Club raised money at the high school and 

organized “Wear PJ’s for $1” day in which three elementary schools participated.  As part of the campaign, we held 

"Pajamarama", a PJ day at BHS, where students and staff were encouraged to wear warm pj’s and contribute to the cause in 

order to be eligible for many door prizes donated by local merchants.  Bertucci’s (Alewife) agreed to offer a promotion, 

donating 15% of their proceeds on one day to our cause.   The weather gods were with us as we raised money at Star Market on 

the day before the Super Bowl (last year we had to cancel because of the wind chill).  As usual, we also partnered with 

Belmont Car Wash for a second car wash this year. Held the day before Easter, it was cool but without snow, and with the $1 a 

car donated by the car wash and all the tips we collected, we did very well.  From all these events, we raised $4,400, more than 

twice as much as last year (and a record for us), along with donations of 108 pairs of new warm pj’s.  

 

Again, some good news for next year!  In addition to helping us with our breast cancer campaign, Hammond Residential has 

offered to be a collection point for the pj drive, and they will use their regular mailings (and emailings) to publicize the activity 

and the cause.  Thank you, Hammond Residential! 

 

Coffeehouse for a Cause:  In this third annual coffeehouse sponsored by WTHH, student performers auditioned for slots and 

performed magnificently before 275+ audience members in the cafe.  The students served ice cream and home-baked desserts 

at intermission, and raised $1838 to benefit the Y2Y, again, a record. 

 

Make A Statement Day:  This was the 13
th

 annual MASD, where free t-shirts are provided for students and teachers to 

decorate with an expression of who they are.  The event is held in the cafeteria, and hundreds of students and staff members 

participate.  A 5-student committee (a sophomore, two juniors, and two seniors) always organizes the event, writing grants 

which provide funding from the Belmont Police DARE program, the BHS PTO, and Belmont Against Racism.  The 

Belmontian Club baked desserts for the participants. Officer Michael Horan of DARE stopped by the event and proclaimed it a 

success. On the day following the creation of the shirts, students and faculty wear their creations and discuss.  

 

Rosie’s Place: Rosie’s Place, at age 43, is the nation’s oldest emergency shelter for women.  Once a year, WTHH raises 

money to “cater” a meal, and then goes to Rosie’s in March  to set up,  cook for 150 women and children, serve, and clean up. 

This year we went for a Saturday brunch. 

 

 



April-June 

Our Place Drive: Led by a senior at the Commonwealth School, a private school in Boston, WTHH members joined them and 

13 other schools to collect diapers, wipes, baby food, and children’s art supplies for Our Place, the first MA licensed day care 

for homeless children.  Our Place is run by the Salvation Army in Cambridge for 46 homeless children.   Once again, Star 

Market hosted our BHS group as we handed out lists to incoming customers, who were so generous in their response.  We 

started counting items and the Commonwealth student helped, while his father and I drove 2 full loads of supplies to Our Place.  

We later learned from the senior that we collected 3,086 diapers,16,144 wipes, 305 plastic two-packs of baby food, 216 single 

jars, 36 packs of art supplies, and $825 in cash donations.  According to his estimates, Belmont High's 2016 total contributions 

in goods and cash came to $3348.26.  He reported that “Belmont High has broken our record for the greatest amount of 

supplies collected at a single supermarket, and [myself], the Our Place staff, parents, and children could not be happier and 

more grateful. We can't wait for another successful Drive next year!"   WTHH will definitely be part of this again! 

Socks Drive:  WTHH held its 3rd annual competitive socks drive to benefit the clients of Boston Health Care for the 

Homeless. The two Social Studies classes with the most white socks brought in had pizza parties.  Approximately 800 pairs of 

white socks were collected  

  

Walk for Hunger:  Every year a group of 25 BHS students staffs a checkpoint in Cambridge. This year’s walk had a new 

format, thanks to construction along the traditional 20-mile route.  In the new iteration, there was a 5k run in Boston and a 10 

mile walk, following a different route.   We volunteered at “Aid Station 3,” providing water, and cheering for the walkers as 

they made the turn from Cambridge to the Allston side of the river. The volunteers at the checkpoint contributed $340 in 

pledges to Project Bread. 

 

Campus Cleanup:  Initiated by a Burbank parent and run by the Boys and Girls Rugby coaches, many students participated in 

a Saturday morning cleanup around the pond and the BHS campus, in general. 

 

Kiss ‘Em Goodbye:  (Community Service Class Project):  This year’s community service class project was a farewell to the 

seniors to benefit girls’ education in South Sudan through She’s the First, which works in the developing world.  Parents, 

students, and staff ordered small bags of Hershey kisses for their children, friends, and students, which were delivered during 

the last week of senior classes.  Two parents made donations earmarked for seniors who would otherwise not receive any 

kisses, and a few staff members followed suit to ensure that every senior received at least one bag of kisses.  With the 

donations, we raised $1000 for the cause, the level of donation needed, in order for the class to receive letters from a South 

Sudanese girl who will benefit from our support.   

 

Senior Service Day: This annual day of service was held, as always, during Senior Week, with over 100 enthusiastic seniors 

performing 5 hours of service at area locations—from Community Farms in Waltham and Belmont Acres, to Bristol Lodge 

(soup kitchen of Middlesex Human Service Agency),  along with  beautification and  projects for teachers in Belmont schools 

at each level. Also benefiting from the efforts of the seniors were Habitat, Woodland Garden, the Beech Street Center and 

Town Clerk's Office.  The service is preceded by breakfast and the distribution of Senior Service Day T-shirts in the cafeteria.  

Breakfast is provided solely through donations from area merchants.  

 

Presidential Awards:  The President’s Volunteer Service Awards are presented to students who perform at least 100 hours of 

service in a 12 month period.  This year, 124 BHS students earned the award.  At the middle school level, where the award 

criterion is 50 hours of service, 53 Chenery students were recipients. (When I stopped counting in late May, BHS students had 

submitted verification forms for having performed over 31,000 hours of service in the past year.)   

 

Year-long Activities 

Tutoring:  Throughout the year BHS students are matched with students system-wide for tutoring and relationship-building.  

 

Tours & Shadowing Students at BHS:  Tours: We offer a small tour program for Belmont parents and their teens who are 

considering enrollment in BHS.  BHS volunteers give tours monthly, during the afternoon. Shadowing: We allow students 

who are Belmont residents and not in the system, but who are considering coming to BHS, to follow a BHS student’s schedule 

for half a day.  Students to be shadowed are selected specifically for the shadowing students, and shadowing requires the 

approval of the BHS student’s parent/guardian and teachers. 

 

World Languages Resources to BPS:  For over ten years we have compiled an annual list of foreign language speakers who 

are willing to be resources to the Belmont Public Schools.  Occasionally, staff members in schools contact me, looking for 

someone who could help in a particular language. Typically, this would involve tutoring/mentoring a student, making a visit to 

a classroom, or facilitating communication between home and school. This year, students speaking 12 languages agreed to be 

resources-- speakers of American Sign Language, Armenian, Chinese (Cantonese, Mandarin), French, German, Hindi, 

Japanese, Korean, Nepali, Russian, Serbian, and Spanish. 

 



PTO, School, and Foundation for Belmont Education Activities:  We frequently provide help for activities at the various 

schools, from Math Nights and book fairs, to multicultural events and childcare at PTO meetings (Butler). Assistance is also 

given to the Foundation (spelling bee, spring dinner event, and administrative help during the year). 

  

Belmont Center Business Association:  Our students work at Turn on the Town in December, the Spring Egg Hunt in March, 

and Town Day in May. 

 

Faculty Support for Charitable Causes:  Staff members contribute monthly to three causes--breast cancer and hunger 

alleviation, the METCO Support Fund. We raised $250 for the American Cancer Society, $218 for Project Bread, and $300 for 

the METCO Support Fund.  

 

PALS:  Named by students in the club, PALS (People All Love Smiles) is a joint venture of LABBB and BHS.  Aiming to 

meet twice a month, the club facilitates the integration of LABBB students into the life of Belmont High.  In addition to just 

engaging in informal social interaction, we plan joint recreational/social activities such as carving pumpkins at Halloween, 

playing board games, and making cards for Children’s Hospital. 

  

Working to Help the Homeless:  This club plans and implements activities related to homelessness and hunger.  The students 

started the year with a homelessness-awareness campaign.  They catered a meal for 150 women at Rosie’s Place (which 

involves fundraising, cooking, serving and cleaning up), sponsored a toiletries drive for the Middlesex Human Service Agency 

and a socks drive for the Boston Health Care for the Homeless, and held  both a food drive at Star Market and a coffeehouse to 

benefit the Y2Y youth shelter. (See above).  It also joined 14 other area high schools in collecting baby supplies for Our Place, 

the homeless children’s daycare run by the Salvation Army in Cambridge.  Finally, the club donated $400 each in surplus funds 

to Middlesex Human Service Agency and Our Place.   

 

Belmontian Club: This is the general community service club at the high school.  Meeting in the evening to allow athletes and 

students in other extracurricular activities to participate, the club is the backbone of service activities at BHS.  The students 

plan and implement many school service activities including the many breast cancer and Cradles to Crayons pajama events, 

along with snowflakes.  Members also participate in the many service opportunities which are offered at BHS.  The club also 

donated $1100 in surplus funds to the US Fund for UNICEF, benefiting Syrian children who are refugees. 

 

Community Service Elective:  This course is run as a practicum, with students selecting a placement for 4 hours a week.  In 

the weekly class meeting, issues related to service and placements are discussed.  In addition, the group develops and 

implements a class service project. (See April-June, Kiss ‘Em Goodbye, above) 

 

 Athletic Teams do service as teams, too!  I have occasionally consulted with athletic coaches to find activities for teams to do 

together.   From the collection of food by the basketball teams and a campus cleanup spearheaded by the rugby teams, to 

decorating the graves of veterans with American flags (the project for many teams combined), community service activities are 

becoming part of athletics.   


