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Framing

The Belmont Public Schools and Health Department “Health Team” has been 
meeting weekly since 2020 to review data, discuss state and federal guidance 
and provide protocols to keep our students and staff safe during the pandemic.

The health and safety of our students, staff and school community is a constant 
discussion as the Health Team will continue to meet this school year.

 The School Department is grateful for the  time, expertise, support, and 
partnership of our school nursing team and our local Belmont Health Department 
and Board members. 
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Here is what we know as of August 1, 2022:

DESE / DPH will NO longer fund or provide:

● Pool testing and or any testing support
● Take home tests for schools

● DESE will no longer require weekly reporting of 
COVID cases

● DESE has not provided guidance on symptom 
checkers nor any protocols for “follow up” in 
school cases.
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Draft Belmont Public Schools Guidance / Protocols  

● BPS nurses will draft a symptom checker for the 2022/23 SY. This will 
be communicated later in August to provide time for any updates.

● BPS nurses will provide take home tests to students and staff who 
present with COVID symptoms.

● In June BPS acquired 1,600 take home antigen tests from the state and 
have stored the for use in September. These tests expire in October.
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Draft Belmont Public Schools Guidance / 
Protocols  continued…

● Per CDC guidance BPS nurses will continue to require all students / 
staff who report as positive for COVID to isolate for five days at home 
and mask for days 6-10 . 

● BPS will continue to use air ventilation units and open windows where 
and when appropriate to encourage fresh air exchange.

● In an effort to keep our vaccination rates high BPS  and the Belmont 
Health Department will continue to partner on vaccine / booster events 
to make vaccinations accessible to our school community.
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BPS Current Vaccination Status

● CDC recommends COVID-19 primary series vaccines for everyone ages 6 months and older, and 
COVID-19 boosters for everyone ages 5 years and older, if eligible.

● CDC states you are up to date with your COVID-19 vaccines when you have received all doses in 
the primary series and all boosters recommended for you, when eligible.
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Grade 2 - 3 doses

K
59.50%

1 80.80%
2

77.30%
3

83.40%
4

82.90%
5

83.90%
6

88.60%
7

86%
8

93%
9

94.80%
10 90.90%
11

95.00%
12 91.90%

BPS Current Vaccine Status: August 8, 2022



The current Belmont School Committee policy is:

“…the School Committee establishes an interim policy, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
that will promote public safety and the safety of students, faculty, and staff. Effective 
December 1, 2021, vaccination against SARS-CoV-2 is required for all age-eligible students to 
participate in school-sponsored sports and rostered extracurricular activities that occur outside 
of the school day.”

BPS Vaccine Mandate Policy
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Students who participate in school-sponsored sports and/or rostered extracurriculars that occur outside of the 
school day are required to be vaccinated except in those exceptional circumstances, where a student is unable to 
receive COVID-19 vaccination due to medical disability, or is unwilling to receive COVID-19 vaccination due to a 
sincerely held religious belief. Age-eligible students are required to provide proof of vaccination to Belmont Public 
Schools. Age-eligible students who qualify for a medical or religious exemption are required to participate in weekly 
state-sponsored COVID-19 testing provided through Belmont Public Schools or submit evidence of a negative 
COVID-19 test on a weekly basis.

Students who participate in school-sponsored sports and/or rostered extracurriculars that occur outside of the 
school day and are age-ineligible are required to participate in state-sponsored COVID-19  testing through Belmont 
Public Schools or submit evidence of a negative COVID-19 test on a weekly basis. Students who are age-ineligible 
to receive full FDA approved vaccination against SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19), who are eligible to receive vaccination 
against SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) pursuant to the FDA’s Emergency Use Authorization will be exempted from 
COVID-19 testing required for age-ineligible students upon providing proof of vaccination to Belmont Public 
Schools. Students who will become age-eligible for vaccination during the sports and/or rostered extracurricular 
season in question must provide proof of vaccination or qualification for medical disability or religious exemption 
within eight six weeks of becoming age-eligible.”

BPS Vaccine Mandate Policy
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BPS Vaccine Mandate Policy
History

The School Committee implemented this policy on October 5, 2021.

On April 26, 2022 the School Committee voted to temporarily pause the policy 
for the spring athletic season and no later than June 30,2022.

The policy automatically reverted back to active as of July 1, 2022.

This policy originated at a time in the pandemic when our vaccination rates 
were low.
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Vaccine Mandate Update: Legal Challenge

● First and foremost the policy on mandated vaccinations for students 
who take part in extra- curricular resulted in a lawsuit against the Town 
and School Department that is currently being addressed  and 
monitored by Town counsel.

● In an email dated July 8, 2022 Town Counsel provided a brief update 
and status report that  the case is “still pending.”
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Vaccine Mandate Update: Status in Belmont
● The vaccinate mandate was implemented in the fall of 2021 during a time in the 

pandemic when our vaccination rates were low and access was not in place for 
students. This has changed and our student vaccination rate is 86% (K-12).

● Given that the state is not offering any testing structure the district would not be 
able to support those students who seek exemptions from the mandate (religious 
or medical).

● In spring of 2022 the policy was “paused” and did not contribute to the increase in 
cases the district experienced.

● No other teams or schools are implementing such a policy as far as we know.

● Our nursing  and athletic staff would be hard pressed to implement for fall 2022.
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Vaccine Mandate Update: Health Team Recommendation

The Belmont Health Team recommends to rescind  
the Vaccine Mandate Policy.
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