
Visual & Performing Arts Equipment Disposal CMS, February 2022

Chenery Middle School 

Music Department  

T here are number of furniture and equipment items taking up valuable space 
in the CMS Music Wing that have long outlived their useful lifespan. This 
proposal seeks the School Committee’s approval to have many of these 

items removed for disposal, providing much-needed space for our students and 
programs to thrive.


In order to make room for items coming from Belmont High School, these items 
must first be removed and disposed of - or donated if there are interested parties. 
We have reached out to music programs in our area, and so far there is no 
interest in the following items:


1

About 67 of the worst chairs, one unusable upright piano (and a student’s backpack).
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Furniture and Equipment 
Wenger Music Chairs (67). Initially purchased when CMS 
first opened. These chairs are essentially indestructible, 
but as you can see from this photo they are badly worn 
and worthy of replacement. We do not believe that they 
have resale or donation value.


 

Whiteboard Easels (2). These have been so well-used that 
they can no longer be cleaned - they would need to be 
resurfaced, which costs more than buying new easels. We 
do not need to replace these items. We do not believe that 
they have resale or donation value.


Broken Microphone Stands (6). (Pictured above) These are broken and 
unusable. The maintenance department has asked that we ask for SC approval 
before they can be discarded. We do not believe that they have resale or donation 
value.


Choral Riser railings. (Not pictured). These are large metal railings that can 
optionally be installed on our Choral Risers. The choral risers themselves are in 
need of replacement and can no longer accommodate the railings. The risers are 
safe to use without the railings. We would like to dispose of the railings to clear 
valuable storage space since they are no longer able to used with our risers. We 
do not believe that they have resale or donation value.
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Acoustic upright pianos (2).  

•Baldwin #223795 - This piano is approximately 45 years old 
and has well exceeded its useful lifespan. To repair this 
instrument to the point of usefulness would come at a cost 
substantially higher than replacing it with a superior 
instrument. We could offer the instrument free to anyone 
willing to move it, but would recommend that the best course 
of action would be to have our piano service vendor remove 
the piano for salvage. We do not have an immediate need to 
replace this piano.


•Boston #B117448 - This piano appears to have been built in 
1996, leading us to believe that it was purchased as part of 
the CMS Building project. 26 years of institutional use 
exceeds the expected lifespan for a piano in this range of 
quality and price. To restore this piano to useful condition 
would far exceed the cost of replacing it. We do not have an 
immediate need to replace this piano.





Ludwig Timpani (2) 

The cost of repairing these instruments to the point where 
they can hold a tuning and be useful for our students is 
prohibitive, and they are no longer needed at CMS or BHS. 
We can arrange to donate these instruments through a 
company called One Man Band that we have used many times 
in the past. They will take these instruments and restore them 
for use by other school districts, and in exchange will provide 
us with credits we can use towards other instruments that we 
do need in our programs.


Outdated theatrical lighting 

These lights are no longer of use to us at 
CMS or BHS. We can donate them to One 
Man Band (see above) for credits that can 
be applied to instruments and equipment 
that we do need in our schools.
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Additional Notes 
• We are in the process of donating and relocating the three “Whisper Room” 

practice rooms that have been located on the CMS stage for over 15 years. 
These were purchased with FBE grant funds and served as SmartMusic 
recording stations for students. As technology has evolved over the past 15 
years, students are now able to complete this work anywhere they want, using 
their BPS Chromebooks, their phones, tablets or home computers. We have 
identified two school districts who would like to take these for use as practice 
rooms. This would clear up a great deal of needed space on the CMS stage, 
which is used both as a performance space and as a classroom for the CMS 
Orchestras every day.


• While there is no immediate need to replace the pianos identified in this report, 
the piano situation at CMS will need to be addressed in the very near 
future. The grand piano in the auditorium needs replacement, as will the 
recently donated baby-grand piano in the Chorus Room. The estimated cost to 
replace both of these instruments is about $80,000.
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