
The SC Policy & Procedures Subcommittee discussed and reviewed 7003 this year, and voted 

on 3-14-2022 to recommend for full review by SC the following updates for 7003: Dedication of 

Buildings and Facilities and Grounds. The subcommittee had discussed and supported the 

premises with which the policy was revised, summarized broadly as the intent to 1) make it 

more inclusive of the entire Belmont Schools community and 2) spell out a naming process that 

is fair, clear, efficient, and transparent.   

 

  



 
 

Summary provided by Member Moriarty (3-14-2022): 

 

I suggest revising our naming policy to 1) make it more inclusive of the entire Belmont Schools 

community and 2) spell out a naming process that is fair, clear, efficient, and transparent.   

 

As the School Committee member for the Preliminary Rink Design Committee, it was brought to 

my attention that funding a new or renovation of the current ice rink would involve soliciting 

donations and gifts attached to naming rights. In recent years the names on buildings and 

facilities including schools and educational institutions have come into focus, even scrutiny. 

Rather than getting caught up in naming and potential controversy, our School Committee policy 

(Dedication of Buildings and Facilities and Grounds) should help ensure that naming of Belmont 

Public School’s buildings, interior facilities, and/or grounds is an important avenue to 

representation and inclusion.   

 

As written, Belmont’s current naming policy is broadly aligned with the MASC policy language, 

which is good. Belmont’s naming policy can be improved to specify process; criteria for name 

proposal, change, and approval; timing for selecting a name and announcing a name; duration 

of naming rights; and circumstances when a name can be revoked. It can also be expanded to 

allow naming suggestions from the entire school community, including students, staff, teachers 

and families who live outside of Belmont.  

 

I believe a naming rights policy for the Belmont Public Schools should show commitment to 

diversity and inclusion. Our school community extends beyond Belmont to include our METCO 

students and families as well as staff from other communities. I believe that the individuals for 

whom our buildings, interior facilities, and grounds are named should reflect the growing 

diversity in our schools. I also believe that naming rights should not be tied exclusively to 

monetary gifts but that there should be a fair and transparent process for accepting monetary 

donations attached to naming rights.  

 

  



*DRAFT*  

3-14-2022 

 

7003: Dedication of Buildings and Facilities and Grounds 

 

The School Committee has sole authority over the naming or re-naming of buildings, interior 

facilities and grounds of the Belmont Public Schools. The SC recognizes that the names of 

school facilities must be undertaken with care and scrutiny.  

 

This policy is intended to ensure that names and/or other wording associated with school 

facilities will promote and/or be consistent with the goals of the Belmont Public Schools and is 

based upon the belief that it is important the students and the public know of the many 

contributions of civic, business, and other leaders in Belmont and beyond, and that this 

knowledge will further educational goals within the school system.  

 

The naming process should be inclusive of students, families, community, and staff. When 

naming a school facility, preference is to be given to those persons or organizations who, and 

events which, had a substantial impact upon the education of Belmont’s students or persons or 

events that reflect the increasing diversity of Belmont’s student population. This guidance shall 

not preclude consideration of names of persons of local, state, and national or international 

significance. Names of persons employed by the school or town at the time of the dedication 

shall not be considered.   

 

The School Committee reserves the right to remove a name at any time if it is in the best 

interest of the district or donor to do so, or to protect the reputation of the district and/or the 

donor. 

 

In order for a building, interior facility, or school grounds to be named, the following procedure 
shall be followed: 

1. Prior to naming or renaming of a building, interior facility, or school grounds a public 
announcement of the intent and the dates upon which a) the School Committee will 
hold a public discussion of the written requests and b) the final vote will be taken shall 
be publicly announced by the Chair at a regularly scheduled meeting.  

2. Submission of a name for a school building, interior facility, or grounds may be made by 
any member of the school community or Belmont residents or the Superintendent and 
must be made in writing to the Chairperson of the School Committee. Requests must be 
received prior to the date upon which the SC will hold a public discussion of the 
requests. Requests received after that date, shall not be considered.  



3. The written request should specify the intent of the requestor and the reasons why this 
particular name would fit with the facility. It should offer appropriate background 
information on the person or organization in the request.  

4. For any naming request accompanied by a financial contribution, a gift agreement 
between the donor and the SC must be approved at the same time as the name is 
voted. The standard agreement must specify the specific building, interior facility, or 
grounds to be named, the duration of the naming period, as well as payment terms. 
These agreements will be considered for the public record and kept on file by the SD for 
access by the public.  

5. The SC will introduce, discuss, and vote according to the following practice, permitting 
room on the agenda: 

1. Upon receipt, the written request(s) will be sent to all SC Members, announced 
at the next SC meeting, and made available to the public for review.  

2. The request(s) will then be presented as an agenda item at the following full SC 
meeting.  

3. At the following meeting, the request(s) will be presented as an agenda item and 
voted upon.  

4. The timeline may be extended if there is not sufficient time on the agenda for 
adequate discussion.   

 
 
 

Current Policy 7003 

 
7003 
 
Dedication of Buildings and Facilities 
 
The School Committee has sole authority over the naming or re-naming of buildings, interior 
facilities and grounds of the Belmont Public Schools. Dedication of a school facility is an honor 
bestowed on an individual whose work or service has contributed significantly to the Belmont 
Public Schools or to the Belmont community and who is not a school or town employee at the 
time of the dedication. The School Committee may consult community groups on such 
dedication. 
 
The School Committee shall develop procedures to implement this policy. 
 


