Belmont School Committee Meeting
August 10, 2021
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Meeting Agenda
• Presentation & Discussion: School Opening Health Considerations
o Overarching Objectives
o Agency & Associations: Released guidelines and requirements
o Meeting DESE mandates for our student population
o Remaining questions that need to be answered
o Competing recommendations
o How we will make our decisions
o Belmont’s timeline
o Health team recommendations for September
o Review of BPS masking policy #5005-A

• Presentation: Federal Funding Update
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Presentation:
School Opening Health Discussion
2021-2022 School Year
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Overarching Objectives
1. Opening school safely
2. Keeping school open in order to minimize disruptions to teaching &
learning
In an effort to achieve these objectives, we have reviewed the latest
guidelines and requirements from federal, state, and local agencies &
associations.
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Agency & Associations: Released guidelines
and requirements
• Center for Disease Control (CDC) release
o July 9, 2021 (updated July 27, 2021)

• American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) release
o July 18, 2021

• Department of Public Health (DPH) and Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) release
o July 30, 2021

• Department of Public Health (DPH) release
• July 30, 2021

We need to measure this guidance against the mandated DESE expectations
for the upcoming school year released July 30, 2021
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Meeting DESE mandates
In order to meet the DESE mandate, we will…
• Return to a traditional full-time (5 days / week), in-person model and
schedule

o “…all districts and schools will be required to be in-person, full-time, five days a week
this fall…” (J. Riley, 7/30/2021)

• Maximize distancing, to the extent possible, as classrooms will move
toward more traditional conditions

o “…implement physical distancing to the extent possible within their structures, but
should not exclude students from in-person learning to keep a minimum distance
requirement…” (J. Riley, 7/30/2021)

• Maximize distancing, to the extent possible, as lunch will move closer to
more traditional conditions
o “Masks may be removed while eating…” (J. Riley, 7/30/2021)

• Require full masking on busses and in school health clinic

o “…all students and staff must wear masks on school busses…” (J. Riley, 7/30/2021)
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Priority questions for discussion tonight
In order to fulfill the DESE mandates and after reviewing
federal/state/local guidance, here are the questions that remain:
1. Will masking be required for all students & staff?
• Indoors vs. outdoors
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Priority questions that are awaiting additional
guidance
2. What will be our approach towards vaccination, testing, quarantining, and
contact tracing?
• Still awaiting final guidance from DESE on:
o State-wide testing program
o “Test and stay” approach
o Quarantine exemptions

3. As metrics and data change, what will be Belmont’s approach for making
decisions?
• Do we use the Board of Health and Select Board recommendation?
o “This mandate will be in effect whenever the Level of Community Transmission data from
the…CDC…is categorized as either ‘Substantial” or ‘High’ over a consecutive two week
period. ....[It] will no longer be in effect when…either ‘Low’ or ‘Moderate’….”“
• Do we use a different metric?
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Summary of guidance
The following is a chart summarizing key areas of guidance:
• DESE/DPH
• CDC
• AAP
Links of the above mentioned guidance were provided in full via the
Superintendent’s letter of 8/6/2021
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DESE / DPH

CDC

AAP

Masking K-6: Indoors
(students & staff)

Strongly recommended

Vaccinated: Recommended
Unvaccinated: Recommended

Recommended

Masking K-6: Outdoors
(students & staff)

Not necessary

May Be Recommended
CDC Guidance – August 5, 2021

No guidance offered

Masking 7-12: Unvaccinated
(students & staff)

Indoors: Recommended
Outdoors: Not necessary

Indoors: Recommended
Outdoors: May Be Recommended
CDC Guidance – August 5, 2021

Indoors: Recommended
Outdoors: No guidance offered

Masking 7-12: Vaccinated
(students & staff)

DPH: Advised if in a home with unvaccinated or
immunocompromised people (7/30/2021 updated
guidance)
DESE: Allow vaccinated students to remain
unmasked; silent on vaccinated adults

Recommended

Recommended

Distancing

Not necessary

Vaccinated: No guidance offered
Unvaccinated: 3 feet recommended (but not
required*)

No guidance offered

Cafeteria

Masks may be removed
No distancing guidance offered

No mask guidance offered
Distancing not required if vaccinated

No guidance offered

Vaccination

Encouraged school sites for vaccinations;
additional guidance to come…

Recommended

Recommended

Testing

Encouraged; additional guidance to come…

Recommended for symptomatic cases and as a
prevention strategy

No guidance offered

Contract Tracing &
Quarantining

Additional guidance to come…

Vaccinated: Not recommended if symptom-free
Unvaccinated: Recommended
CDC Guidance – August 5, 2021

No guidance offered

Bus Transportation & School

Masks required for all students and staff

Masks required

No guidance offered
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DESE / DPH

CDC

AAP

Masking K-6: Indoors
(students & staff)

Strongly recommended

Vaccinated: Recommended
Unvaccinated: Recommended

Recommended

Masking K-6: Outdoors
(students & staff)

Not necessary

May Be Recommended
CDC Guidance – August 5, 2021

No guidance offered

Masking 7-12: Unvaccinated
(students & staff)

Indoors: Recommended
Outdoors: Not necessary

Indoors: Recommended
Outdoors: May Be Recommended
CDC Guidance – August 5, 2021

Indoors: Recommended
Outdoors: No guidance offered

Masking 7-12: Vaccinated
(students & staff)

DPH: Advised if in a home with unvaccinated or
immunocompromised people (7/30/2021 updated
guidance)
DESE: Allow vaccinated students to remain
unmasked; silent on vaccinated adults

Recommended

Recommended

Distancing

Not necessary

Vaccinated: No guidance offered
Unvaccinated: 3 feet recommended (but not
required*)

No guidance offered

Cafeteria

Masks may be removed
No distancing guidance offered

No mask guidance offered
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No guidance offered

Vaccination

Encouraged school sites for vaccinations;
additional guidance to come…

Recommended

Recommended

Testing

Encouraged; additional guidance to come…

Recommended for symptomatic cases and as a
prevention strategy

No guidance offered

Contract Tracing &
Quarantining

Additional guidance to come…

Vaccinated: Not recommended if symptom-free
Unvaccinated: Recommended
CDC Guidance – August 5, 2021

No guidance offered

Bus Transportation & School

Masks required for all students and staff

Masks required

No guidance offered
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Local Guidance
• Belmont Board of Health: “Strongly recommend the School
Committee follow AAP guidance and use universal masking for staff
and students...” (7/26/2021)
• Belmont Select Board & Board of Health: “…face coverings are
required for all individuals aged two years and above in all indoor
public spaces…” (8/6/2021)
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Minimizing disruptions in 2020-2021
Given the DESE mandates for 2021-2022, we still have multiple
mitigation strategies available to us this year. We will continue to:
• Encourage vaccinations
• Implement mask wearing protocols
• Utilize recommended cleaning
protocols
• Utilize hand washing protocols
• Air exchange
• Space as much as possible
• Track, manage, and communicate
positive cases to the community

• Utilize transportation protocols
(mask wearing)
• Provide pool testing opportunities (in
conjunction with BoH and other
community organizations)
• Provide on-site vaccination
opportunities (in conjunction with
BoH and other community
organizations)
• Encourage adherence to community
health guidance outside of school
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Health Team Recommendations for September
• Masking:
o Implemented indoors for all students & staff, preK-12, in accordance with 8/6/2021 BoH and Select Board vote
o Implemented on all school busses and in health clinics
o Outdoors not required

• Distancing:
o Maximize distancing, to the extent possible, in classrooms
o Provide alternative outdoor spaces at all elementary schools and CMS for a variety of purposes throughout the day*

• Cafeteria:
o Maximize distancing, to the extent possible, in cafeteria and during lunch
o No masking requirements while eating, but encourage masking when finished eating
o Given there are no specific distancing requirements, we will utilize our space as much as possible and use additional
alternative outdoor lunch spaces to begin the year (weather dependent)
*Requires additional funding
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Health Team Recommendations for September
(cont’d)
• Vaccination:
o Encourage all students & staff to get vaccinated
o If available to schools, host vaccination sites (in partnership with, and support from, Health Department)*

• Testing: (with support of DESE and in conjunction with BoH and other community organizations)
o Awaiting further guidance from DESE*

• Contact Tracing & Quarantining: (in conjunction with BoH and other community organizations)
o Awaiting further guidance from DESE*

*Requires additional funding
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Moving Forward
• BPS will move forward with planning additional operational details
and communicate key aspects of plan with families & staff
• Given tonight’s guidance, apply a consistent approach to guide future
decisions
• Communicate plan for vaccination, testing, quarantining, and contact
tracing as soon in response to updated guidance
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Discussion: School Opening Health
Considerations
• SC members will have an opportunity to ask questions on any topics,
with particular need for discussion on the below:
1. Will masking be required for all students & staff?
- --------------------------------------------------------2. As metrics and data change, what will be our approach for making
decisions?
3. What will be our approach towards vaccination, testing, quarantining, and
contact tracing?*
*Awaiting additional guidance from DESE
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