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PLT Title 

The Mystery of How a Student Qualifies as Having a Language-Based Disorder Unraveled. 

 
Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

Have you ever wondered what happens between the minute you refer a child for special education services and the 

meeting when the speech pathologist says that student is eligible or ineligible for speech and language services? Our 

PLT spent the year solidifying the process of determining if a student has or does not have a language-based disability. 

In our presentation we will walk you through the moment we receive a referral, the formal and informal evaluations 

we complete, and how we make the ultimate decision to provide or not provide services. The presentation is 

appropriate for special educators and all general education classroom teachers.  

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Sara Saba-Sher* Wellington Pre-K Speech-Language Pathologist 

Lauren Mamon Belmont High School 9-12 Speech-Language Pathologist 

Rene Magier Burbank/Chenery K-5th Speech-Language Pathologist 

Alex Boudette Wellington K-4th Speech-Language Pathologist 

Lauren Pisano Butler K-4th Speech-Language Pathologist 

Ellen Donahue Winn Brook K-4th Speech-Language Pathologist 

 
PLT SMART Goal  

Belmont Speech Pathologists will develop specific entrance and exit criteria by which we will consistently determine 
eligibility for SPED-based language services.  
 

 
Key Actions 

1. Compile and review entrance and exit criteria from ASHA and comparable school districts as a model for 
Belmont criteria. 

2. Identify measurement tools that we will use for district-wide for language evaluations. 
3. Determine a unified evaluation protocol for suspected language disorders. 
4. Start to examine a unified way to examine informal assessment measures; specifically language samples. 
5. Review and revise the previously created draft document created by Belmont SLPs in the area of entrance/exit 

criteria for language disorders. 
6. Create a user-friendly document to be used by Belmont SLPs when considering delivery of language-based 

services.  
 

 
Findings  

1. Some other States’ entrance/exit criteria would not qualify enough students who we believe have language 
disorders that require specific intervention. 

2. Connecticut’s entrance/exit criteria did offer many guidelines that we felt worked with Belmont’s population. 
3. We all felt strongly that a combination of formal and informal measures should be used when completing a 

language evaluation. 
4. Many items from the previous document created by the Belmont Speech Pathologists were still relevant and 

therefore we kept some in our final document. 
5. We decided that a flow chart, similar to the flow chart used at initial and re-evaluation meetings to determine 



the presence of absence of any disability, would be the best format for us to ultimately answer the question of 
if a student was eligible or not. 

6. We broke down the severity of the disorder to determine the type of services (IEP, RTI, home program, etc.) 
that we would provide.   

 

 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

1. Putting our findings from this year together with out findings from last year, and have a copy at each school. 
2. Trying out the flow chart we created on some new referrals and seeing if it works in practice/if any tweaks 

need to be made 
3. Begin developing criteria for entrance/exit for students with suspected pragmatic language difficulties.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


