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PLT Title 

Perspective-Taking in History 

 

Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

How does an understanding of one's unique perspective shape the way in which the individual understands 

with and interacts with historical content? To that end, we are exploring and researching best practices around 

teaching perspective-taking in Social Studies. 

 

Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Josh Goldfine* BHS Social Studies 

Heather Pritchard BHS Social Studies 

Jamie Shea BHS Social Studies 

Jeff Shea BHS Social Studies 

 

PLT SMART Goal  

During the 2015-2016 school year, we will research current best practices on teaching perspective-taking, 

identify specific skills and pedagogical strategies to support this end and find areas of opportunity in our 

existing curricula so that students can independently interpret sources and events from multiple points of view. 

 

This PLT Goal is also  

 X  A Professional Practice Goal 

__  A Student Learning Goal 

__  Neither 

 

Key Actions 

1. research current best practices on understanding perspective and identifying specific practices that we have 

used in the classroom  

2. identify specific skills & pedagogical strategies around understanding perspective 

3. find areas of opportunity in existing curriculum to add or modify lessons to include perspective-taking  

4. plan lessons that build student skills  

5. teach and reflect on lessons of understanding perspective  

 

Findings  

1. Storytelling, particularly those stories that are personal in nature, engages students in classroom lessons. 

2. Students are better able to understand historical events when students understand the perspectives of the 

individuals who influenced those historical events. 

3. An individual’s experiences influence his/her values. 

4. An individual’s values influence his/her perspective on the world and on historical events. 

 

Recommendations / Next Steps  

1. find areas of opportunity in existing curriculum to add or modify lessons to include perspective-taking  

2. plan lessons that build student skills  

3. teach and reflect on lessons of understanding perspective  

 


