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PLT Title 

Immigration from the Land Bridge to the 21st Century: Fourth Grade Social Studies 

 
Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

Do you ever feel like you're reinventing the wheel when it comes to fourth grade social studies? We 

looked at resources within Belmont and beyond and combined some of our favorite ideas. Come and 

see the two interdisciplinary units we've created about Native Americans and Early Immigration. 

Through the lens of social studies, we've incorporated a variety of reading and writing standards! 

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Christina Westfall* Wellington Fourth Grade Teacher 

Jess Endres Wellington Fourth Grade Teacher 

Erin Severy Wellington Fourth Grade Teacher 

Aaron Ogilvie Wellington Fourth Grade Teacher 

Steve Tenhor Wellington Fourth Grade Teacher 

   

   

   

 
PLT SMART Goal  

 
Between October and June we will research, design and implement a fourth grade social studies curriculum 

unit focusing on Native American migration and the early immigration of various ethnic groups to the United 

States, in alignment with the Massachusetts State Curriculum Frameworks.  

(This is a revision of our original goal, in which we were going to focus on the regions of the United States.  As 

we already had some curriculum for that, we decided to focus on a greater area of need.) 

 
This PLT Goal is also  
X    A Professional Practice Goal 
__  A Student Learning Goal 
__  Neither 
 
Key Actions 

 
1.  Research and gather existing curriculum and resources in Belmont and surrounding communities. 

2.  Design a fourth grade curriculum unit focusing on regions of the United States in alignment with the 

Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks. 

3.  Implement the unit across the fourth grade at Wellington. 

4. Reflect and evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of each lesson.    

5. Share results with fourth grade colleagues in Belmont.  

 

 



Findings  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Immigration Unit Reflection 

Things that went well… What we would change… 

 

 Presenting was a good way to 

show what they learned. 

 The kids felt proud. 

 The presentations helped them 

practice fluency. 

 The kids worked well as a group. 

 It felt like it was right at their level 

(right time of year, right level of 

difficulty, right pacing, 

manageable). 

 It was accessible for all kids.  

 Having the kids be responsible for 

one paragraph made the writing 

portion more manageable. 

  Loved the political cartoons. 

 Told a comprehensive immigrant 

story that can be applied to 

current immigrant issues.  

 We were able to share the laptops 

(amazingly). 

 The lessons were interactive and 

engaging. 

 Tying in reading/writing and social 

studies. 

 LOVED the planning day. 

 The interactive learning walls were 

AWESOME! 

 Kids Discover magazine 

 We were able to plan lesson 

collaboratively (multiple lessons!) 

 

 

 Difficult time interpreting political 

cartoons (some didn’t understand and 

some misinterpreted them). 

 Remember that they need more 

scaffolding on the political cartoon 

(because of the references and lack of 

background knowledge) Also think 

about which students get this as a 

paragraph. 

 
 
 
 
 



Recommendations / Next Steps  

 

 Build in a link to current immigration stories and issues through (through NewsELA?) 

 We need to come up with laptop/Powerpoint logistics and find a video camera. 

 Rethink our country choices (poor Poland had no resources!) 

 More linked to their immigrant stories (extension to home). 

 Have something for the listeners to do to keep them engaged. 

 Work on oral presentation skills (instead of just reading their paragraphs) 

 Get more Kids Discover magazines 

 Buy immigration books (it would be the most amazing thing if the kids were 

researching OUT OF REAL BOOKS) 

 Create a booklist and send it to Amy so we have at least one copy of every mentor 

text. 

 Get rid of table of contents lesson (just focus on taking notes the first day?) 

 Incorporate maps more (country of origin)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


