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PLT Title 

Anything you can do, iPad can do better? 

 

Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

 

Learn about how to create a dynamic student project, driven by a guiding question, that integrates iPad apps 

and other technology.  We are an interdepartmental group of high school colleagues who worked this year to 

create projects where the technology enhances and transforms our students’ learning.  We will share samples 

of student work with you and examples of assignments, exemplars, and rubrics for assessment. 

 

 

Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

McDevitt, Deborah* District Social Studies 

Mazzola, Steve District Technology 

Carp, Risa BHS English 

Bloom, Martha BHS English 

Reavey, Margot BHS Performing Arts 

Kaiser, Jacqueline BHS Foreign Language 

Prevost, Kelly BHS Social Studies 

White, Eileen BHS Social Studies 

Berkman, Eric BHS Social Studies 

Lefebvre, Marc BHS Science 

Gu, Muqing BHS Foreign Language 

ChungSwallom, YuChen BHS Foreign Language 

Safier, Alicia BHS English 

Asadoorian, Arto District Fine and Performing Arts 

 

PLT SMART Goal  

 

By June 2016, we will sustainably integrate iPad technology into Project-Based Learning as a way to engage 

students in gaining essential knowledge and skills by investigating and responding to a question, problem, or 

challenge and meaningfully assessing student learning. 

 

 

This PLT Goal is also  

__  A Professional Practice Goal 

__  A Student Learning Goal 

__  Neither 

 

Key Actions 

 

1. Collaborate with colleagues to create/revise a project that stems from a driving question and asks the 

students to demonstrate their understanding using their iPads as creative tools. 

2. Seek feedback from PLT members on the driving question. 

3. Learn about new tools (Book Creator and Adobe Voice) to support the implementation and assessment of 

the projects. 

4. Pilot the new project. 

5. Share the project and student results and models with PLT members. Make adjustments (if needed) based on 



the feedback. 

6.  Build on the technology tools by examining new uses for the current tools and exploring the advantages of 

“app smashing” or using multiple apps to create a stronger student product. 

7.  During the second part of the year, teachers will have the flexibility to design a new project or revise an 

existing project to incorporate the work from the fall. 

8. Share additional projects and student work with PLT members.  Make adjustments (if needed) based on the 

feedback. 

9. Share the work with departmental colleagues. 

 

 

Findings  

 

1. Models are a key element to a successful project - especially when the project represents a new 

challenge to student thinking 

2. Technology can provide more opportunities for students to express their creativity in a way that is 

meaningful and connected to course content 

3. Rubrics are an important way to measure what students learn - especially when the content and skills 

might be difficult to measure  

4. Flexible use of apps allows students to demonstrate their learning in different ways 

5. High value of viewing student work and discussing projects with an interdisciplinary team of 

colleagues 

6. More difficult to implement in science than other disciplines 

7. Half day trainings / extra and extended time allowed for deeper conversations. 

8. Working in a 1:1 environment improves feasibility and student outcomes. 

 

 

Recommendations / Next Steps  

 

 

1. Share our knowledge and experiences with colleagues. 

2. Continue to seek out ways to implement our learning in our classrooms. 

 

 


