
 

INITIATIVES for DEVELOPING EQUITY and  
        ACHIEVEMENT for STUDENTS 
     invites your participation in the…IDEAS Book Group 
 

 
All Meetings will be held at the Brooks School Library in Lincoln from 3:45-5:45 

2 Contact hours will be awarded for attendance per each meeting. 
 <>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:<>:< 

The IDEAS Book group provides an opportunity for educators from IDEAS and EDCO districts to meet and share thoughts 
on the selected books and to discuss how they relate to educational practices and current events. 
 
The book group meets eight times over the school year.An email is sent out each month to remind book group members 
of the upcoming meeting.  You only need to reply if you can attend. There is no commitment to attend all meetings.  

 

2019-20 IDEAS Book Selections and Dates of Meetings 
 

Becoming by Michelle Obama on October 10 
With unerring honesty and lively wit, Michelle Obama 
describes her triumphs and her disappointments, both public 
and private, telling her full story as she has lived it 
 

“All the Real Indians Died Off”: And 20 Other Myths of Native 
Americans by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz and Dina Gilio-Whitaker 
on  November 14 
In this enlightening book, scholars and activists Roxanne 
Dunbar-Ortiz and Dina Gilio-Whitaker tackle a wide range of 
myths about Native American culture and history that have 
misinformed generations. 
 

For White People Who Teach in the Hood by Christopher 
Emdin on December 12 
This book offers a new lens on an approach to teaching and 
learning in urban schools. It is is the much-needed antidote to 
traditional top-down pedagogy and promises to radically 
reframe the landscape of urban education for the better.  
 

No Ashes in the Fire by Darnell Moore on January 9 
When Darnell Moore was fourteen, three boys from his 
neighborhood tried to set him on fire because they thought he 
was gay. In No Ashes in the Fire, he shares the journey taken by 
that scared, bullied teenager who not only survived, but found 
his calling.  
 

Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens on February 13 
For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley 
Cove, a quiet town on the North Carolina coast. Sensitive and 
intelligent, she has survived for years alone in the marsh that 
she calls home. When two young men from town become 
intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new 
life--until the unthinkable happens.  
 

Heavy: An American Memoir by Kiese Laymon on March 12 
In Laymon’s essays, personal stories combine with piercing 
intellect to reflect both on the state of American society and on 
his experiences with abuse, which conjure conflicted feelings of 
shame, joy, confusion and humiliation. Laymon invites us to 
consider the consequences of growing up in a nation wholly 
obsessed with progress yet wholly disinterested in the messy 
work of reckoning with where we’ve been.  
 

How to Be Less Stupid About Race by Crystal M. Fleming on 
April 16 
This is your essential guide to breaking through the half-truths 
and ridiculous misconceptions that have thoroughly corrupted 
the way race is represented in the classroom, pop culture, 
media, and politics.  
 

Invisible: The Forgotten Story of the Black Woman Lawyer 
Who Took Down America's Most Powerful Mobster by 
Stephen J. Carter on May 14 
She was black and a woman and a prosecutor, a graduate of 
Smith College and the granddaughter of slaves, as dazzlingly 
unlikely a combination as one could imagine in New York of the 
1930s―and without the strategy she devised, Lucky Luciano, 
the most powerful Mafia boss in history, would never have 
been convicted. When special prosecutor Thomas E. Dewey 
selected twenty lawyers to help him clean up the city’s 
underworld, she was the only member of his team who was 
not a white male.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

For more information about the IDEAS Book Group please contact me at ellistern123@gmail.com  
 

EDCO Collaborative, 36 Middlesex Turnpike , Bedford, MA 01730 
Tel: 617 738-5600 Fax: 781 290-4923 

mailto:ellistern123@gmail.com

