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INITIATIVES for DEVELOPING EQUITY and ACHIEVEMENT for STUDENTS

Summer 2019 IDEAS courses 

IDEAS 25-hour (2 credits) courses 

IDEAS 1  Anti-Racist School Practices to Support the Success of All Students (Section A) 
This course is designed to introduce educators to the complex issues raised by race and racism and their 
impact on student engagement and achievement.  This course will provide educators with an 
understanding of racial identity and the importance of building authentic student teacher relationships.  
This course will also help educators increase their skills of cultural proficiency. 
Course dates: 7/9, 7/11, 7/16, & 7/18/19 8:30 am – 3:30 pm  
Instructors: Johnny Cole & JoAnne Kazis 
Location: Needham HS 
Deadline for Registration:  June 15, 2019 

IDEAS 1  Anti-Racist School Practices to Support the Success of All Students (Section B) 
This course is designed to introduce educators to the complex issues raised by race and racism and their 
impact on student engagement and achievement.  This course will provide educators with an 
understanding of racial identity and the importance of building authentic student teacher relationships.  
This course will also help educators increase their skills of cultural proficiency. 
Course dates: 7/8, 7/11, 7/22, & 7/24/19 8:30 am – 3:30 pm 
Instructors: Margaret Credle Thomas & Jennifer Wolfrum 
Location: EDCO Collaborative, Bedford 
Deadline for Registration:  June 15, 2019 

IDEAS 12.5-hour (1 credit) courses 
Strategies for Examining and Addressing the Academic Achievement Gap 
This course provides participants with an opportunity to explore concepts of racial identity 
development, micro-aggressions, and colorblindness.  Research by Derald W. Sue, Ron Ferguson, and 
others is highlighted. Participants will examine how race, ethnicity, and racism influence academic 
achievement.  Participants will develop culturally proficient skills and identify successful strategies that 
promote excellence and equity in the educational environment. 
Course dates: 7/16  &  7/17/19 8:30 am – 3:30 pm 
Instructors: Claudia Fox Tree & Jennifer Wolfrum 
Location: EDCO Collaborative, Bedford  
Deadline for Registration:  June 15, 2019 



Courses with insufficient enrollment will be cancelled. 
For more information or answers to any questions contact  

kthomsen@edcollab.org  or  jbagni@edcollab.org 

Difficult Conversations:  Talking About Race and Racism with Students, Colleagues, and 
Parents/Guardians 
This course is designed to help educators develop a better understanding of ways to address and respond 
to issues of race and racism on a personal and professional level.  Participants will consider the 
experiences of students and families from ethnically or racially diverse backgrounds in predominantly 
white schools, and will examine both the barriers to/challenges of talking about race/racism/ethnicity and 
strategies for engaging in productive discussions.  
Course dates: 7/23  &  7/25/19  8:30 am – 3:30 pm  
Instructors:  Paula Martin and Doug Weinstock 
Location:   Lincoln Sudbury Regional High School 
Deadline for Registration:  June 15, 2019 
 
 
Building Bridges 
This course is designed for educators who wish to integrate issues of identity and equity into a subject 
area through student-centered activities that are designed to promote social justice 
conversations.  Participants will also develop an understanding of how multiple forms of oppression 
(poverty, LGBT, gender/sexism) overlap with their own unique characteristics. Participants will practice 
the skills necessary to encourage students to recognize differences, see inherent values, appropriately 
handle conflict and misunderstandings, and engage in conversations of equity in order to be prepared to 
navigate through a world that is increasingly more diverse. This course will provide educators with 
resources to develop lessons and apply research-based strategies to encourage students to work 
together to build caring, just, diverse classroom/school communities while growing in their personal 
identity, confidence, and courage. 
 
Course dates: 8/21  &  8/22/19      8:30 am – 3:30 pm 
Instructors: Claudia Fox Tree & Rebecca Smoler 
Location: EDCO Collaborative, Bedford 
Deadline for Registration:  July 15, 2019 
 
 
 
  6 Hour Seminar   (6 PDPs) 
THE N-WORD 
We find that more and more in our school communities, we are having to talk about and grapple with 
the use of this word and how to handle it when we hear it being used in our schools.  This workshop will 
seek to open the conversation for educators and frame it as an open dialogue to address the issue that if 
heard or said in our schools, all educators should be able to address it.  The workshop will include the 
history of the word in our society and look at several generations and how some have tried to "reclaim" 
it.  We will also read some articles and view some videos by respected academic scholars who have 
written and spoken about this dilemma.  It is our hope that educators who attend will have a clearer 
understanding of why they do not want this word used in their school communities by anyone and some 
strategies on how to address it. 
Course date: 7/10/19 8:30 am – 3:30 pm 
Instructor: Leslie Smart & Karen Thomsen 
Location: Lincoln-Sudbury Regional High School, Conf Rm B 
Deadline for Registration:  June 25, 2019 
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