
January 13, 2022 

 

Dear Belmont Public Schools Staff and Families,  

 

I am writing with an update on recent School Committee decisions related to COVID and our schools. 

 

As you are likely aware, since winter break there has been an increase in the number of positive cases in 

the community due to the current Omicron surge. We have been proactive in our efforts to maintain in-

person learning and will continue to work toward the goal of keeping children safely in school. I want to 

thank our staff and community for supporting the mitigation measures that have resulted in our ability 

to keep students in school. 

 

There have been several recent changes to the guidance offered by the Center for Disease Control 

(CDC), Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH) and the Department of Elementary and 

Secondary of Education (DESE). 

 

The Belmont School Committee discussed this updated guidance at our most recent meeting on January 

11, 2022 and approved the following for students and staff who test positive for COVID19: 

● Fully vaccinated students and staff (see FAQ for fully vaccinated definition) may return to school 

on day 6 after a 5-day isolation period, as long as they have been fever-free for 24 hours and 

experienced improvement in other symptoms. They must mask when around others for the 5 

days following their isolation period. [DESE Guidance Updated Dec. 30, 2021] 

● All unvaccinated and partially vaccinated students and staff may return to school on day 11 after 

a 10-day isolation period.  

○ Please note that Belmont Public Schools is providing tutoring to students who are 

quarantined and/or isolated from schools due to COVID. Please see the FAQ for more 

details.  

● In addition, the School Committee approved the following motions: 

○ “The district will explore purchasing in conjunction with the Town, the cost and 

feasibility to supply antigen tests as a screening tool for students who have tested 

positive after their 5-day isolation period has expired during the surge period [end of 

February].” 

○ “That the policy subcommittee develop a vaccine mandate policy to be completed and 

voted on by the School Committee no later than June.” 

 

Belmont Public Schools will continue to strictly engage in the mitigation strategies that have proven to 

be successful this year. We would like to to stress the following mitigation measures: 

● Get vaccinated 

● Wear a well fitted mask (preferably surgical, N95, or KN95) 

● Stay home when not feeling well - please use the symptom checker tool every day 

● Sign up for pooled testing (see link in FAQ below) 

 

https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/protocols/protocols.pdf


The Belmont Public Schools, in partnership with the Belmont Health Department, will continue to offer 

testing and vaccination opportunities for our students, staff and community in addition to weekly pool 

testing in our schools. The school department will continue to offer pool testing and Test and Stay in 

every school. 

 

Here is a list of all events planned by the School Department and Health Department for the months of 

January and February: 

● January 2, 2022 -Staff testing - Completed 

● January 4, - Vaccination event at BHS - Completed 

● January 8, 2022 - Community Testing (329 community members tested - Completed 

● January 12, 2022 - Community Vaccination event at BHS (140 students and 76 community 

members boostered and vaccinated) - Completed 

● January 17, 2022 - Community Testing event 

● January 18, 2022 - Community Vaccination event  

● January 24, 2022 Community Vaccination event 

● January 30, 2022 Community Testing event 

● January 31, 2022 Community Vaccination event 

● February 27, 2022 Community Testing event prior to return from February break   

We will continue to monitor student and staff positive cases will evaluate staffing levels each day in 

order to discern any impact to the delivery of our traditional school day schedule. 

 Respectfully, 

 John P. Phelan 

Superintendent of Schools 

Town of Belmont 

 

 

FAQ 

1. What is the best way to screen children for COVID in order to attend school safely? 

Parents and guardians must use the daily symptom checker, get vaccinated, wear tight fitting 

masks and adhere to all school, state and health organizations directives at home and in school. 

 

2. Can my child return to school following a positive COVID diagnosis after five days of isolation? 

Yes, students may return to school on day 6 as long as they are vaccinated, fever free, and 

experiencing improvement in other symptoms. 

 

3. My child is not vaccinated. When can they return to school after a positive COVID diagnosis? 

They may return on day 11 after a 10-day isolation period. 

 



4. What is the DESE definition of fully vaccinated?  Fully vaccinated is defined as two weeks 

following the completion of the Pfizer or Moderna series or two weeks following a single dose of 

Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen vaccine. Being “fully vaccinated” does not require a booster shot, 

although we do recommend that eligible people receive a booster.  

 

5. What support is available to my student while they are at home for isolation or quarantine? 

The district has contracted with an agency to provide tutoring services to students. Tutoring will 

be set up as quickly as possible after it is determined that a student must stay home. Tutoring 

can continue for a week after the student returns to school if desired by the family. 

 

6. Will pool testing continue in our schools? 

Yes - please take part by submitting your consent form here. 

 

7. Should I still take part in pool testing if I have tested positive for COVID? 

No. After someone tests positive for Covid they should not take part in pool testing for 90 days, 

and they will need to submit a new consent when the 90-day period has ended. 

 

8. Are we still contact tracing in our schools? 

The local Offices of Public Health are the entities in charge of contact tracing, and they are no 

longer maintaining this effort. School nurses became involved at the outset of the pandemic in 

an effort to help overwhelmed local public health officials stop the spread of the virus. It is now a 

public health expectation that those who test positive share this news with anyone with whom 

they have been in contact. Our nurses are making every effort to support contact tracing as 

much as possible at the elementary level. 

 

9. What can families do to support contract tracing? 

Families should notify people your student has been in close contact with outside of school. 

 

10. Are pool testing results coming back in a timely manner? 

Last week we saw delays in the return of pool testing results due to increased demands on the 

labs and staffing issues. Positive results are communicated to families as soon as we receive 

them. Please see the weekly district communication for the latest cases. 

https://www.cic-health.com/consent/ma
https://www.belmont.k12.ma.us/bps/Home/Belmont-Public-Schools-News/COVID-19-Information?Category=83

