2014-2015



Last year’s Program of Studies is the springboard



Departments review, edit and propose new courses



Internal review process



Present to School Committee



Revise final document and post online



Process starts in January and concludes in July



Offerings and teacher recommendations (January/February)



Counselor meetings (March)



Directors meet to review numbers and make sections (April)



Master schedule built (April)



Changes/conflicts/new students (May/June/July)

Course Proposal



"Teaching the Whole Child"



Develops creativity, critical thinking and collaboration.



Develops artistic interpretation and expression



Deepens and differentiates the study of literature



Develops empathy and emotional intelligence



Presents students with a viable option for college-level
study and career path



Rising enrollment creates the need for additional
elective opportunities for our students.



Visual art courses are over-enrolled, and we offer few
music electives outside of performance ensembles.



Our most publicly visible program is supervised by
"adjunct faculty" that turns over every three years.



There is a pressing need to pull the theater program
back under the umbrella of our curriculum.



Acting 1 (semester)



Introduction to Technical
Theater and Design
(semester)



Advanced Acting, Dramatic
Literature & Directing (full
year, honors)



Develop and strengthen acting, observation and
listening skills



Creative movement, vocal techniques, improvisation,
creative dramatics, pantomime and other theater
exercises.



Ensemble building (collaboration)



Students reflect on their inner resources as actors



Overview of the core concepts and elements of theatrical
design



Combines theater history, dramatic analysis and theory
with practical work in all areas of design (scenic design,
lighting, costumes, sound)



Students will learn how to interpret works and then
develop and execute their artistic vision



Designed to prepare students for college-level study of theater
arts, or to be lifelong participants in theater arts.



Exploration of various methods of acting through scene study
and monologue preparation.



Combines acting with the study of dramatic literature, from
Greek drama through Shakespeare and into modern American
drama.



Students will learn to direct theatrical works - from script
analysis and interpretation to production design and artistic
direction.



The culminating experience for these students will be the spring
One Act Play Festival.



Requires an additional 0.4 FTE position for Theater Arts
teacher.



Could be combined with the existing extracompensatory Theater Director position to create a 0.8
FTE teaching position.

Course Proposal



Introduction to Coding Honors
 Open to Juniors and Seniors
 Focus on logical thinking and creativity in
computer literacy
 Skills taught include language syntax, data
manipulation, programming structures
 Aligned with current movement to expose more
students to coding, “Hour of Code,” “CS 50”
 No additional FTEs needed

New Course Proposal
For Chinese 4 College Prep



At Belmont High School students have a 2 year
graduation requirement



More than 2 years is encouraged by the school and
many colleges look for students to take 3 or 4 years
of the same language.



Many students who attended the Chenery Middle
School enter the BHS language program in the
second level of the language.



The Chinese language program in the Belmont
Public Schools began 16 years ago (in the 1998-99
school year) with two classes of Chinese 1 at
Belmont High School.



The classes that year were taught by an exchange
teacher from China. A Chinese teacher was hired for
the following school year (1999-00), and all
subsequent years.



Each year as the students who began in Chinese 1
moved up, classes were added to the Chinese
sequence. The classes that were added were Chinese
2, Chinese 2 Honors, Chinese 3, Chinese 3 Honors,
and Chinese 4 Honors. This allowed the students
who began Chinese 1 as freshman to have 4 years of
Chinese instruction.



In 2005-06, Chinese became an offering in the middle
school, starting with grade 6.



Students could then choose to study Chinese for 6th, 7th,
and 8th grades, which was consistent with the other
languages. Most of those students then entered Belmont
High School as freshman in Chinese 2 or 2 Honors.



In the 2011-12 school year, the group of students who
began Chinese in the 6th grade were 12th graders. At that
point, the AP Chinese course was added to the curriculum.



Consistent with the other the modern language
classes, in Chinese both the College Prep and
Honors Courses have communication in the target
language as their overarching objective.



The honors courses move at a quicker pace and the
students in the honors level courses are expected to
more independent with their learning.



The Honors level classes begin early on to prepare
the student for the AP Chinese exam. The course
emphasizes mastery of the Chinese characters for
reading and writing.



The College Prep level classes rely on the use of
Pinyin (letter based written system to show
pronunciation of Chinese characters) to teach
students to read and write in the target language.
The College Prep students learn some characters but
most of reading and writing is done in Pinyin.



Both groups of students are adequately prepared to
communicate effectively in China.

COLLEGE PREP

HONORS



Over the past few years there has been an incline in the enrollment
in the Chinese program. Since the 2010-2011 school year the
enrollment in the Chinese Program Grades 8-12 has increased by
50.5%.
Course

Enrollment
2010-11

Enrollment
2011-12

Enrollment
2012-13

Current
Enrollment
2013-14

Projected
Enrollment
2014-15

8th grade

31

32

42

39

34

Chinese 1
Chinese 2

0
8

14
3

0
8

0
15

17
19

Chinese 2H
Chinese 3

22
5

22
6

25
3

25
11

20
18

Chinese 3H

15

22

24

23

21
16
18

Chinese 4
Chinese 4H
AP Chinese
Total Students
8-12

24

25

22

26

105

19
143

17
141

19
158

26
189
projected



This school year (2013-14) there is one section of Chinese 3 College
Prep. Before this year the small number of students enrolled in
Chinese 3CP have been mixed in with the 3 Honors class. It is
expected that most of those student would move on to Chinese 4
College Prep if the course is offered.



There are also students currently enrolled in Chinese 3 Honors whose
needs would best be met next year in a college prep level 4th year
course rather than honors.



Without the addition of the Chinese 4 College Prep course, the
students currently enrolled in Chinese 3 College Prep and some of the
students enrolled in Chinese 3 Honors would not have an option to
continue with their study of Chinese at Belmont High School.



With the addition of the Chinese 4 College Prep
course, students of Chinese will have the same
opportunity to take the fourth year course at both
the college prep and honors levels. This would be
consistent with the other modern language offerings.



In the past, the Chinese 2 students, both Honors and
College Prep, have been scheduled in the same
classes. This is also how the Chinese 3 Honors and
College Prep students have been schedule. Each year
as the students progress through the curriculum it
becomes more difficult to differentiate for the two
levels in the class.

SPANISH
Spanish 1
Spanish 1B
Spanish 2CP
Spanish 2 H
Spanish 3CP
Spanish 3H
Spanish 4CP
Spanish 4H
Spanish 5CP
AP Spanish

FRENCH
French 1
X
French 2CP
French 2H
French 3CP
French 3H
French 4CP
French 4H
French 5CP
AP French

CHINESE
Chinese 1
X
Chinese 2CP
Chinese 2H
Chinese 3CP
Chinese 3H
X
Chinese 4H
X
AP Chinese



The addition of a section of Chinese 4 College Prep
would require an additional 0.2 FTE position

