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PLT Title 

 
Promoting 21st Century Skills through Small Group Collaboration 
 
 

 
Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

 
Individual Habits, Collaborative Learning: A Toolkit 

Learn how to introduce 21st century habits of mind and incorporate these into your classes.  Visitors to this exhibit will 

explore materials and lesson plans designed to provide a common language for discussing the individual habits of 

successful collaborative learners. 

 

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Danette English BHS Art 

Sara Fraser BHS Foreign Language 

Beth  Manca* CMS Foreign Language 

Lianne McCann CMS Speech/Language 

Dori Pulizzi CMS Grade 5 

Chandrika Vittal CMS Grade 8 Math 

   
 

 
PLT SMART Goal  

 
Members of this PLT will develop a “tool kit” for students to use during small group collaboration activities to ensure 
that all group members are participating effectively.   
 
We will also assess the tool kit’s effectiveness during the course of a small group activity with our students and modify 
as needed. 
 

 
 
Key Actions 

 
1. Review current research on Cooperative Learning 

 

2.  Assess students' current cooperative learning skills (by observation, self assessment, and/or by peer review) in 

order to identify the target group 

 

3. Create an explicit curriculum to teach the required skills 

 

4. Implement the curriculum to teach the cooperative learning skills using guided practice 

 

5. Gather data and re-assess the skills 

 



 
Findings  
 

When we explained to students that the reason we were taking time to introduce the Habits of Mind was to begin to 

teach them 21st century skills in high demand by employers, they were very receptive to the idea. 

The process of introducing and practicing the Habits mindfully is time-consuming.  Though worthwhile, it is difficult to 

find enough time to integrate it into the curriculum on a regular basis 

Some teachers felt that carefully choosing the students to try the activity with was key to the success of the activity; 

others felt that the activities worked well for diverse groups of learners 

The Habits of Mind website, cards, and lesson plan provided a valuable starting point for these lessons. 

The Habits of Mind curriculum resonates with students of all ages and can be adapted to fit activities related to various 

disciplines. 

Narrowing down the 16 total Habits of Mind and choosing just a few to focus on in any given class period was 

necessary.  Some teachers allowed students to pick the Habits on which they wished to focus and other teachers chose 

the ones they thought would be most important for success in their own discipline. 

Persistence was a challenging and important skill for many students 

Students enjoyed working together in small groups 

Most students were able to self-assess honestly and accurately 

CMS and BHS students had vivid memories of Habits of Success learned at Burbank, especially the songs. 

Student skits and role-playing were effective and enjoyable tools for the introduction of the Habits. 

Certain student roles (e.g., group leader, encourager, dictator) while helpful at times, didn't always lend themselves to 

every group activity. 

Working with the Habits in our PLT and with our students has also helped us think about our own individual strengths 

and challenges in collaborative environments. 

 

 
 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

 
Further explore and clarify how group Roles might be utilized, given that the research stressed the importance of 
assigning student roles to enhance cooperation. 
 
Identify books, songs, historical characters, etc. which display each Habit of Mind. 
 
Begin to vertically articulate a BPS curriculum around habits of skillful 21st century thinkers/workers/collaborators 
(similar to COPS for writing). 
 
 

 
 


