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PLT Title 

Poetry?  Poetry.  Poetry! 

 
Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

Are you a primary teacher thinking, “Where do I start? What resources can I use?” as we meet the common 

core state standards for poetry. Using resources developed by noted poet and educator Georgia Heard, our first 

grade team implemented lessons and activities that guided students to be able to write poems with rhyme and 

repetition, using words and phrases that suggest feelings and /or appeal to the senses. 

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

*Selina Moeller Burbank First Grade 

 Kathy Hogan Burbank First Grade 

 Jodi Wollner Burbank First Grade 

 
PLT SMART Goal  

Between October and May students will read, and be read, prose and poetry of appropriate complexity for Grade 1 and 
by June will be able to write poems with rhyme and repetition and identify words and phrases that suggest feelings 
 and /or appeal to the senses in their poems or the poems of others 
 
Reading Standard 4 & 10 
Writing Standard MA.3.A 
 

 
Key Actions 

 

 Use the Georgia Heard text, Poetry Lessons to Meet the Common Core State Standard, to guide the classroom 
lessons 

 Support the lessons with poetry and lesson from Lessons for Climb Inside a Poem by Georgia Heard  

 & Lester Laminack 

 Read poetry with the students while using imagery, play acting, and the 5 ‘wh’ questions to gain understanding 

 Create a list words and phrases for each of the 5 senses and identify  these in class poems 

 Create a list of feeling words and identify evidence of feelings in class poems 

 Engage in interactive writing of poetry with the children 

 Engage in class and independent ‘mock’ poems of some of the poems read in class 

 Give explicit instruction for poetry writing, including rhythm, writing in lines and verses, and how to place 
rhyming words at the end of lines. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Findings  

 

 Most students are easily able to identify feelings and evidence of the 5 senses in poems 

 Most students are able to participate in creating class poems 

 Many children are able to write simple mock poems 

 Many children are able to write their own poems, but need assistance in writing poems in correct forms – lines 
and stanzas with rhyming words at the ends of lines 

 Some children are able to write their own poems without  assistance 

 Some children are able to independently write poems with rhyme and/or repetition, using words and phrases 
that suggest feelings and/or appeal to the senses. 

 The poetry lessons we used would take longer than the suggested time to for teaching poetry as stated in our 
writing scope and sequence 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

 

 Purchase the two resource books – Poetry Lessons to Meet the Common Core State Standards by Georgia 
Heard  and Lessons for Climb Inside a Poem by Georgia heard & Lester Laminack – for each First Grade 
classroom. 

 Begin reading poems at the beginning of the year using the text, Lessons for Climb Inside a Poem, and other 
sources 

 Teach lessons from the two resource books to meet the reading standard of ‘identifying  rhyme, repetition, 
feelings and words and phrases that appeal to the senses’. 

 Include shared writing of poetry  
 

 
 
 

 


