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Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

 
We have identified and integrated Ipad applications in order to improve student’s fluency in both Reading and 
Mathematical Understanding.  We will share our findings and distribute a list of the applications we have found 
most useful for Second Grade. 
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PLT SMART Goal  

 
We will identify and integrate Ipad applications in order to improve student’s fluency in the subjects of Reading and 
Mathematical Understanding.  We will demonstrate improved fluency in reading and math through a review of 
beginning, middle, and end of the year assessments. 
 
 

 
Key Actions 

 
1.  Pre-assess Reading and Math fluency skills using a variety of assessment tools including, but not limited to, 

DIBELS, Houghton-Mifflin Second Grade Reading Program, Chicago Everyday Math Program and Kathy 

Richardson Assessing Math Concepts.  

2.  Develop Reading fluency self-assessment forms for students. 

3.  Identify effective applications designed to specifically collect, manage and teach Reading Fluency and 

Mathematical Understanding.  

4.  Participate in courses centered on using Ipads in the classroom. 

5.  Collaborate with colleagues who are also implementing the iPad for fluency and share the applications we’ve 

identified as useful.  Get feedback from colleagues based on their use of the applications. 

6.  Based on our usage and assessment of applications found as well as the feedback from our colleagues, we will 

determine the best data management system for tracking student reading fluency over time 

 
 
 



Findings  

 
Findings for Reading Fluency: 
We have identified apps that can be used to teach students the components of reading fluency. Fluency 1, Fluency 2, 
and Fluency 3 by Bugbrained assisted us in developing a scope and sequence for teaching reading fluency 
incrementally and cumulatively.  We have created student self-assessments as well as teacher real time assessments 
for the components of reading fluency based on the scope and sequence developed. In addition, we've secured 
additional qualitative reading assessment materials, Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1.  This 
assessment will be used to look at student fluency growth as well as other aspects of student reading over time.  It 
will complement the quantitative data we gather from our DIBELS testing.   
 
We've identified apps that can be utilized to model fluent reading as well as provide the students access to a wide 
variety of reading at their independent levels. Learning A-Z (web-based) and HMH Readers correlate to Fountas and 
Pinnell guided reading levels and nicely complement the current Grade 2 Houghton Mifflin Literacy Curriculum.  
While students can access these apps to practice fluency, teachers may also use this digital literacy to supplement 
their whole group and small group reading lessons.  Based on this finding, we have created a plan for 
implementation of these apps into the classroom during independent reading time. 
 
We've identified data management apps to track student progress in the area of reading fluency.  Learning A-Z (web-
based) not only is an instructional application, but also tracks student progress.  The web based portion of the 
program allows teachers to access student progress in areas such as comprehension performance, time spent with a 
text, oral recordings of readings/miscue analysis/rate, growth over time, etc.  Teachers can enter assessment data 
manually or collect data digitally by assigning running records.  This portion is web based, but an amazing 
complement to the Learning A-Z app.  We identified Notability as another app used to track student progress over 
time. This app is able to integrate handwriting, PDF annotation, typing, recording, and note taking.  On their iPads 
most students have their own file to record readings and self-assess their fluency.  As teachers we can review 
individual Notability files on iPads to measure growth.  We have identified the Evernote app as a place to store all 
student data including Notability recordings.  Generally, Evernote can be used as a note-taking/data storage app 
across iPads, computers, and smartphones.  Within the app, a notebook for each student has been created to store 
recorded readings over time as well as other digital projects created. 
 
Findings Mathematical Understanding: 

Regarding our key actions/benchmarks we were able to achieve all of our goals.   

 Using Kathy Richardson’s Math Concepts Assessment 6 (Hiding Assessment: Decomposition of Numbers to Ten) and 
Assessment 7 (Ten Frames: One Ten and Some More) we were able to identify which children needed 
intervention/enrichment in the area of number relationships. In addition to this we used daily observations and 
lessons as well as monthly unit assessments from the Chicago Everyday Math Program to progress monitor their 
mathematical understanding. 
 
By mid-year, we had identified and applied the following Ipad applications addressing Mathematical Understanding 
in the area of Number Sense and Ten Frames: Math Bingo, SplashMath 2, Ten Frame, and Top-it Addition. 
SplashMath in particular tracks progress and sends emails with accuracy percentages.  We also identified and 
implemented applications related to telling time, money and geometry.  As a creative device students have created 
screencasts of their problem solving (using Screenchomp, Explain Everything, and Educreations.)  
 
At this time we have not yet completed the final round of Kathy Richardson’s assessments.  By June, our plan is to 
use Assessments 6 and 7 again for those children who were not at the (A) Ready to Apply benchmark.  For others we 
will move on to Assessment 8 Grouping Tens. 
 
 

  



 
Recommendations/Next Steps: 
Reading Fluency: 
While the scope and sequence for fluency instruction has been developed, much of the instruction using it has taken 
place during Tier II and Tier III intervention periods with small groups.  We'd like to develop model/anchor lessons 
along with mentor texts that can be taught in Tier I.  We would like to find away to make the student and teacher 
assessment checklists digital so that they can be stored on the iPad and shared in our data management system. 
 
We would like to continue finding apps that can be used to teach reading and reading fluency as well as those that 
can be used to support instruction.  We need to learn more about the capabilities of Reading A-Z.  As of late, we are 
learning that this web-based system has a lot of potential for literacy instruction, literacy support, and data 
management.  Online tutorials and webinars are available.  We'd also like some face to face professional 
development from an expert from the company.  In addition, we also need to work on our digital literacy 
implementation during independent reading.  We really just got up and running and would like to solidify the details 
for making it running smoothly.  That said, we need to determine what assessment pieces need to be implemented 
along the way.  Once independent reading is up and running, we plan on exploring how we can use iPad in our 
everyday reading curriculum.  We are looking into more professional development opportunities offered by Ed Tech 
Teacher. 
 
We do have some data management tools in place but we need to explore workflow and data storage in general.  In 
terms of reading fluency, we need to identify and outline exactly what type of fluency data we are going to collect 
and exactly how we will measure progress over time.  We also need to identify the limits to measuring that growth.  
While we have done some preliminary work in this area, we are unable to calculate anything this year, in terms of 
fluency growth, using digital literacy as it has just been more consistently implemented into the classroom. 
 
Ideally, the team would like to see all the above next steps resolved by the end of next school year.  However, how 
reading fluency next steps are implemented and prioritized will depend upon the profile of each grade two 
classroom as well as the needs of each classroom teacher. 
 
Mathematical Understanding: 
We found these applications to be a motivational and engaging tool to enhance our current Math Curriculum.  The 
applications allowed us to easily differentiate skills practice for each individual student.  We look forward to 
continuing these applications as we familiarize ourselves with next year’s Envisions Math program.  We feel we have 
met our goals regarding Number Sense and would like to pursue identifying more applications to enrich children’s 
mathematical understanding in other areas such as geometry, time, money, solving word problems, logic, double 
digit addition and subtraction; just to name a few.  Many parents have been excited and interested to use these 
applications at home and we anticipate using these as a tool to further the home/school educational connection.  
There is a wealth of ideas on how to use Ipads in the classroom and we are eager to explore them. 
 

 


