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Respect             Community           High Expectations 

Janet Carey, Principal 

Curriculum Night  

Thursday, Oct. 4 

See page 4 for details. 

Ready for Learning! 
Important Reminders: 
 

All student absences must be reported by 

calling our attendance line: 617-993-5702. If 
your child is not in school and has not been re-
ported absent, you will receive a call from our 

office staff.   
 

If your child is expected to be tardy due to an 
appointment, please call the attendance line to 

let us know.    This phone line should not be used 
to  report early dismissals. 

 
There is no staff supervision in the schoolyard 

until 8:35 am.  Please do not allow students to 

arrive prior to this time. 

 

For safety reasons, we must have a note if 

there is a change in your child’s usual dismissal 

routine.   

     Thank you, parents and guardians, for sending the 

children back to school ready and eager to learn!  Dur-

ing these first couple of weeks of school, our students 

have learned and practiced many new routines and pro-

cedures.  This “frontloading” saves valuable learning 

time because once the procedures are understood, stu-

dents become independent and directions generally 

don’t need to be reiterated. 
 

    These first few weeks are also a time when we 

screen students, assessing their current skills.  Class-

room teachers use this information to guide their in-

struction and group students within the classroom.  

This information is also used to identify children who 

could benefit from additional small group instruction 

outside of the classroom.  Occasionally, your child may 

come home and mention that he/she has worked with a 

teacher unfamiliar to you.   Although the vast majority 

of instruction is provided by your child’s classroom 

teacher,  we have some specific blocks of  time when 

the students across a grade level are organized into 

groups.   Based on assessment data, various educators 

within the building are assigned groups.     Each teaches 

specific skills  for approximately 6-8 weeks, then stu-

dents’ performance is reevaluated.  The groups are 

flexible, meaning that some students may move on to a 

more complex skill group, while others may need an 

additional round of intervention with the same skill.  

Our curriculum specialists, along with special education 

and reading staff,  have created  sophisticated data col-

lection systems.  They  allow us to carefully monitor 

students’ progress through a series of math and lan-

guage arts skills.   
 

     The process of providing differentiated, small group  

instruction for children who need additional assistance 

is   referred to as Response to Intervention (RtI).   We  

support children who are identified through routinely 

administered assessments.   A child’s performance does 

not have to be substantially below that of his/her 

peers.  RtI is a proactive approach which enables us to 

quickly respond to students’ needs.  

    The Winn Brook School currently 

has 461 students enrolled.  We have 

been delighted to welcome new fami-

lies from across the country and 

around the world!  Diversity enriches 

students’ school experience and helps 

them develop a respect for, and acceptance of, human 

differences.   

Welcome New Families 



Upcoming Events 
 9/27  PTA Ice Cream Social 6pm-7:30pm  *  

 9/30 Dan Scharfman Memorial Run, 9:30 am 

 10/4  Curriculum Night,  See p. 4 for details. 

 10/5 School pictures taken  * 

 10/8      No School, Columbus Day 

 10/15, 16 & 18   Make-a-Gift, after school activity  * 

 10/18      IMPORTANT PTA meeting, 7pm in the  

       cafeteria  Join Superintendent Phelan and hear 

       about the High School Building Project  

                          before it is voted on in November. 
 

 10/24       Early release day, 11:50 dismissal, no lunch 

 10/25      4th Grade  Halloween party (evening event)* 

 10/31     Early release day, 11:50 dismissal, no lunch 

    *  PTA sponsored events 

 Ms. Downes, who had been our library aide for 

several years, surprised us with her retirement at 

the end of June.   We were most fortunate to 

find a terrific person, Ms. Ruane, to mange our 

library. 

 

 Ms. Shaughnessy, our school nurse, has been out 

on a medical leave.  We were delighted to wel-

comed her back on Monday.  

 

 Ms. Marincic, our English language teacher, deliv-

ered a beautiful baby boy on July 20th.  Ms 

Burnell, who had worked at Winn Brook as an 

aide, was able to easily transition into this teach-

ing role.  Ms. Marincic is due to return at the end 

of November. 

 

 Ms. Conkling, a very experienced music teacher, 

will be taking over when Ms. Bettinelli goes on 

her maternity leave sometime in the next few 

weeks. 

Staffing Changes 

Winter Concert in Feb. 

                

 

     

 
       The 6th Annual Dan Scharfman Memorial Run is only 

days away! Celebrate the beginning of the school year by 

joining your family, friends, neighbors, classmates, and 

teammates at the community event of  the season.  Run 

(or walk or stroll) as an individual or register as a team. 

It's time to lace up your running shoes and join the "I Ran 

the Dan" club! There are 5K and 2K Races, run one or 

both! Sunday, September 30, 2018 at 9:30 am at the Bel-

mont High School Track. Race shirts given to the first 500 

registrants. Last year, more than 850 runners “Ran the 

Dan” and more than $25,000 was raised to support teach-

ers and education in Belmont. And if running isn’t for you, 

there are still many opportunities to be involved with this 

fantastic event. To learn about volunteer opportunities 

and donation options, please visit Foundation for Belmont 

Education website at www.fbe-belmont.org/run. 

Safety 

     We value your input and want to promote effective, 

two-way communication which may involve several  op-

tions: 
 

Email —This is generally a preferred method of communica-

tion for staff unless the topic is highly sensitive or time-
sensitive.  Please be aware that teachers do not have 

time to read and respond to email while school is in 
session because students require their full attention. 

 
Notes — Please feel free to send notes in with your child in 

the morning.  This is particularly important when there are 
changes in dismissal plans. 

 
Meetings & phone calls — If you need to discuss a sensitive 

subject, we’d encourage you to use email to  set up a time to 

meet or connect by phone.  Please do not  drop by without first 

scheduling a time.   Teachers want to have productive conversa-

tions with parents but this can’t be accomplished when they are 

working with children or preparing lessons. 

     Since Ms. Bettinelli will out on ma-

ternity leave in December, we will hold 

our Winter Concert on Feb. 15th.  This 

will bring our community together right 

before vacation.  We will celebrate and 

hopefully say good-bye, to winter. 

Communication 

     Our students’ safety is of paramount 

importance to all of us but traffic and 

parking around the school sometimes 

puts their safety in jeopardy.  Please help 

us protect everyone in our school com-

munity by honoring traffic laws.  Parked 

cars, in no parking zones along Sherman 

Street, make it difficult for students to see oncoming traffic 

and impair drivers’ ability  to see pedestrians.  U-turns and 

parking on the wrong side of Waterhouse Road also puts 

student at risk and impacts the flow of traffic.   

http://www.fbe-belmont.org/run


A Note from our PTA Presidents 

     On behalf of the Winn Brook Parent Teacher Association (PTA), we would like to welcome you to the 2018-2019 

school year! Our Winn Brook PTA is an all-volunteer organization comprised of parents, teachers and Winn Brook’s 

school principal, Janet Carey, all working together to enhance our children’s educational, social and emotional develop-

ment at Winn Brook. We work to build a strong community and enriching learning environment by supporting staff, 

funding enrichment programs and field trips for students during the school day, organizing evening programs, and ad-

dressing school needs through volunteering and funding.  
 

     The PTA hosts a wide range of activities throughout the school year that are designed to be educational, enjoyable 

and opportunities for parents and families to come together at Winn Brook, so please try to attend these and PTA 

meetings as you can. 
 

     The good works of the Winn Brook PTA are funded primarily through donations made by Winn Brook families. 

We suggest $100 per family, but of course welcome any amount, large or small. We need every family to donate at 

the level they can. Please make your family donation today! This helps us plan for the year.  There are two ways to do-

nate:  
 

1.  DONATE ONLINE VIA PAYPAL: visit the Winn Brook PTA website and click on the tab “Donations” or go 

to www.belmont.k12.ma.us/winnbrook/pta/index.asp?pageID=4  
 

2.  DONATE BY CHECK: Make a check out to Winn Brook PTA with your name and email on it and return it to school with 

your child, deliver it to the PTA bin in the front lobby, or mail to Winn Brook Donations, 97 Waterhouse Road, Belmont, MA 
02478. 

 

     We encourage all families to contribute and get involved in this team effort as together we create a strong Winn 

Brook School community. 

 

         Sincerely, 

         Amanda Lubarsky & Jenn Baldwin 

         winnbrookPTApresidents@gmail.com 

What a Change! 

      Landscape architect and former Winn Brook parent, Liz Gourley (elizabethgourleydesign.com),  has been incredi-

bly generous with her time and talents!  She worked with our PTA to design a garden area on the Sherman Street side 

of the building.  The PTA took the design to D. Muzzioli Landscapers  who transformed the space with grading,  plant 

material and a new walkway.  We are grateful for their expert work and  very generous discount!  Thank you to our 

PTA for moving this project forward!   We hope to add some seating once the grass is well established. 

http://www.belmont.k12.ma.us/winnbrook/pta/index.asp?pageID=4
mailto:winnbrookPTApresidents@gmail.com


Schedule for Curriculum Night  

Winn Brook School 
   October 4, 2018 

  
  

 

6:30-7:05           Classroom visits for parents of students in  grades 3-4 

  

6:45 -7:05          Meet our specialists - for parents of students in grades K-2 
                           Mr. Franey (physical education) will meet parents in the gym.  
                           Ms. Bettinelli (music) will be on in room 113 (off the cafeteria)  

                           Ms. Crusco (art) will be in the art room (106). 
    Ms. Joseffer (reading teacher) will be in her office (218) off of the 2nd floor lobby. 

                          Ms. Driscoll (special education) will be in her office (212) at the end of the hall on the 2nd floor. 
    Ms. Miller (school psychologist) will be in her office (211) at the end of the hall on the 2nd floor. 
                           Ms. Colton (guidance)  will be in her office (214) outside of the library (2nd floor).    

    Ms. Burnell & Ms. Sahyouni (English language teachers) will be in the library (2nd floor). 
    Ms. Mawn (inclusion specialist) will be in her office (117) on the 1st floor near the kindergartens 

    Ms. Shaughnessy (nurse) will be in her office, inside the main office. 

  

7:05-7:25          Meet our specialists - for parents of students in grades 3-4 
                           Mr. Franey (physical education) will meet parents in the gym.  
                           Ms. Bettinelli (music) will be on in room 113 (off the cafeteria) . 

                           Ms. Crusco (art) will be in the art room (106). 
                           Ms. Driscoll (special education) will be in her office at the end of the hall on the 2nd floor. 

    Ms. Miller (school psychologist) will be in her office at the end of the hall on the 2nd floor. 
                           Ms. Colton (guidance)  will be in her office, outside of the library (2nd floor).    

    Ms. Burnell & Ms. Sahyouni (English language teachers) will be in the library (2nd floor). 
    Ms. Mawn (inclusion specialist) will be in her office (117) on the 1st floor near the kindergartens. 

    Ms. Agha (special education) will be in her office (216) on the 2nd floor near the library. 
    Ms. Shaughnessy (nurse) will be in her office, inside the main office. 

 

7:10-7:45         Classroom visits for parents of students in grades K-2 
  

Important notes: 
  

 Please wait until the scheduled time before entering the classrooms.  

  

 Curriculum night is only for adults.   

  

 This is an opportunity for parents to meet with staff and get an overview of the year ahead.  While general 

questions are welcome during classroom visits, we will not have time for conferences about indi-

vidual children. 
 

We look forward to this opportunity to share important information pertaining to your children’s educa-

tional program for the year. 
  


