
 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Dr. Thomas Kingston, Interim Superintendent of Schools 

FROM: Anthony DiCologero, Director of Finance, Business and Operations 

DATE:  October 28, 2011 

RE:  MSBA FY12 Statement of Interest Letter 

 

In their letter of October 3, 2011 the Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) has 

notified school districts that it is now accepting Statements of Interest (SOIs) for Fiscal Year 

2012 (letter attached).  Three options available to school districts are: 

1. Filing a new SOI for the MSBA’s Science Lab Initiative 

2. Recertifying a Fiscal Year 2011 SOI 

3. Filing a new SOI for a school building construction project 

On October 7
th

 I called Mr. Brian McLaughlin of the MSBA and inquired regarding the Science 

Lab Initiative, specifically for Belmont High School.  As you are aware, the district currently has 

an SOI on file with the MSBA for a complete renovation or new construction of the High 

School.  The need for a new science lab is noted in that SOI, including the fact that the current 

condition of the science lab has resulted in an outstanding deficiency by the New England 

Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC) in its accreditation review. 

In speaking with Mr. McLaughlin I learned that we can submit an SOI for a project that 

encompasses the entire High School or an SOI under the Science Lab Initiative, but not both.  In 

fact, submission of an SOI for only the science lab would necessarily negate the SOI currently on 

file for the entire High School.   



Based on these options, I am recommending that the district continue with the existing SOI for 

the entire High School building and not pursue a project to address the science lab only. 

In order to keep the current SOI for the High School in the MSBA’s “pipeline”, we are required 

at this time to recertify the existing SOI.  Recertification means that there are no changes in the 

information or condition of the High School as reported in the existing SOI and that there is no 

change in the district’s priority, for districts where SOIs for multiple buildings have been 

submitted. (Obviously, the SOI for the Wellington remains the district’s priority.)  To recertify, 

we need to complete an SOI Recertification Form and have it signed by you, Laurie Graham, as 

Chair of the School Committee, and Ralph Jones, as the Chair of the Board of Selectmen.  Votes 

from the School Committee and Board of Selectmen are not required for recertification, as the 

votes taken for the FY11 resubmission are in good order (which I have confirmed with Mr. 

McLaughlin). 

I have attached an SOI Recertification Information sheet and the SOI Recertification Form.  The 

deadline is November 30, 2011 for the MSBA to receive the completed and signed SOI 

Recertification Form. 


