
 
Butler School PTA General Meeting 
June 8, 2016 
Minutes taken by Lisa Listerman, Recording Secretary 
 
In attendance: Rola Baghdady, Barbara Bulfoni, Mauro Lance, Anita Bogati, Megha Doukkar, 
Miriam Lapson, Parul Garg, Eric Perkins, Kathleen Conneely, Smigdha Roy, Paola Russo, 
Yvette Leeson, Rose O’Neil, Lisa Listerman, Eliza Wu, Katie Dunks, Laura VanderHart, Julie 
Crockett, Carrie Redi, Noriko Tonomura, Brinda Sood, Mita Das, Mike McAllister and Gitanjali 
Rege. 
 
Good-bye to Mike McAllister and Barbara Bulfoni -- it is the last Butler PTA meeting for each of 
them. BIG thanks to both! 
 
Minutes 
Mike moved to approve April and May meeting minutes.  
Barbara seconded, all approved. 
 
Vote for Officer Positions  
Thank you to nominating committee for finding candidates for open positions 
Co-presidents: Rola Baghdady and Kathleen Conneely 
Vice President: Mita Das 
Treasurer/ Financial Secretary - Gitanjali Rege 
VP After School Enrichment - Britany Caruso and Katie Dunks 
VP of In School Enrichment - Katie Auffinger and Noriko Tonomura 
VP Fundraising - Sabrina Tan and Kate Weinstein 
Health and Safety - Kate Bowen 
Recording Secretary - Molly Arnason and Parul Garg 
Nominating Committee Chair - one position available 
 

Barbara moved to approve slate of candidates, Mike seconded. All approved. No objections. 
New officers will start July 1. Current officers will work until June 30 and will hand over materials 
prior to that date. 
 
PLANS of WORK SY2016-2017 
Calendar and Budget - Barbara and Rola 
Volunteer Appreciation breakfast was moved to April. Added International Fair in May. Adding a 
few other community events, i.e. clothing swap and Spring Fling - March 24. 
 
Barbara moved to approved budget and calendar for next academic year 
Mike seconded. Several approved. No one opposed. 
 
In-school Enrichment - Noriko Tonomura 
8 field trips, 9 in-school presentations. 
Many changes from previous year.  
Still 2 field trips remaining this school year, at which point budget and final count will be totaled. 
We stayed within the budget! 
Every year the school bus fees increase: we asked greater parent contribution this year and 
expect to ask for additional next year, as well. 



Next year the PTA will divide $11,000 equally amongst the 5 grades. 
Noriko will give detailed cost info to each teacher, so they can see how much each program 
costs. Noriko and Mike developed clearly defined guidelines for booking, cost, etc. to give to 
teachers. 
 
BASEP - Kate reported  
15 classes in the fall, 9 scholarships. 
20 classes in second session, 22 scholarships 
Tried to increase scholarship funds and many teachers donated. We are in a good position with 
$2000 to carry over to next year. This will be used for scholarships next fall. 
 
Health and Safety by Kate Bowen 
Health and Safety Resolutions put out by National PTA 
Suggests things that could be helpful to put on our radar for next year, i.e. handwashing and 
hand sanitizing. 
Working with facilities to make sure they are taking care of ground in healthy way (mowing 
leaves into ground). 
Plan is to open back field in the fall. 
Recreation equipment - how is that going?  
Snacks - PTA has worked to minimize sweets at bake sales and/ or desserts at our events. 
Survey on Safe Routes to School was mostly completed by bikers and walkers.  
Piloted Lexington and Sycamore crossing flags - didn’t come up as much as in the past, so 
there must be some improvement. 
If you have a bad experience, write to Community Development program and let them know. 
We will be looking to pilot another spot. If a raised table goes in, we will remove the flags to see 
how it works and if it is effective and can be put in other spots.  
Walking School Bus - up and down participation. Not as much participation as we had hoped. 
We learned that 1 stop is the simplest to coordinate and to have a general meet ‘n greet.  
Bullying - SEL addresses this issue 
Healthy Kids/ Healthy Futures gathering on Oct. 21 - Kate can forward the information. 
 
Questions for the Principal 
Does Mike have any input into new principal selection?  
No. He is not allowed to be involved in the process. His sense is that there are 4 good 
candidates; staff had positive feedback after meeting candidates. 
 

Any chance to meet the new principal before new school year? 
They are trying to finalize the search by next week, so people can know who it is. 
 
Why are we ending school sooner than other local schools? 
Belmont doesn’t have a lot of professional days, like some of the other districts. We do 180 
straight days.  
 
Who is looking at quality of construction (air quality, construction) of modular classrooms?  
The plan is not to have long-term modulars. When high school is built, that school may be 8-12 
or may include Kindergarten and high school. Many discussions are happening. 
Superintendent does not want Chenery to be a 4 grade school.  
Universal Pre-K has not been included in the discussions re: space considerations. Preschool is 
brought into space task force, so she will represent that issue. 



 
Can you give us an idea of where playground stands in terms of shade structure, the last bits? 
Mike meets with Andy Ross tomorrow and he wants to finish off those last pieces. Has outdoor 
classroom pieces. He will put something out to community before he leaves.  
 
Has a new principal been selected? 
No. A second interview with superintendent has been added. Want to get it wrapped it by Friday 
and announced prior to the summer.  
 
Will you have any public thing with the Chenery crowd?  
There will be a Meet the Principal event. 
Mike has some plans, but wants to present them at appropriate time 
 
Rola thanked Barbara for all her work with the PTA. Appreciated that she jumped in at the 
beginning of the school year and did all the work that she did this year.  
 
Meeting Adjourned 8:30 pm  
 
--  
Lisa Listerman, MSW, LICSW 
Associate Director of Counseling Services 
Counseling and Advising Center 
Berklee College of Music 
617-747-2959 
 

 


