
PTA General Meeting Wednesday September 30, 2015 
Minutes taken by Lisa Listerman, Recording Secretary 

 
Attending: Rola Baghdady, Laura VanderHart, Barbara Bulfoni, Kate Weinstein, Mary Rogul, 
Eric Perkins, Carrie Redi, Marisa Lopez-Vallejo, Eliza Wu, Noriko Tonomura, Sabrina Tan, 
Susan Burgess- Cox, Michael McAllister, Kathleen Conneely, Lisa Listerman, Laura Tumasc, 
Miranda Cohen, Rouba Kozak. 
 
Welcome and opening remarks by the President, Rola Baghdady  
Rola welcomed everyone and made opening remarks.  Attendees introduced themselves. 
 
Presentation from the Foundation for Belmont Education (FBE) Elizabeth Dustin 
FBE.Belmont.org 
FBE exists to build and augment work done by schools. Awards grants that teachers and 
administrator’s submit, for such things as SMART boards and iPads and other needs, esp. 
technology-related. 
FBE also funds Professional development programs for teachers 
Social and emotional teaching, which is focus of district - FBE is providing financial support 
Host a number of events throughout the year 

 Dan Scharfman Memorial Run- proceeds benefit professional development and 
technology.  

 Nov 14 - Annual spelling bee. K-6th grade. Held at high school.  
 Spring dinner in March - dinner, dancing, and live auction 
 Outstanding Teacher of the Year Awards - in the spring 

They always welcome new volunteers, esp. at their events 
FBE has been unbelievably supportive and generous of Butler over the years 
 
Presentation from the Belmont SEPAC  Mary Jo Peterman 

 Belmont Special Ed Parent Advisory Council is an advisory Council put together by a 
small group of parent volunteers. Required by state law and is in every single town. They 
would love to have more people involved. All are welcome to attend SEPAC meetings 
and events. 

 Work with principals, superintendent to advise around special education (students with 
IEP’s or even those who need extra reading assistance). 

 If you hear that your child needs an evaluation, you may have questions. Members of 
SEPAC have been through the process and can help answer your questions and help 
walk you through the process.  

 Hold Parent Information Sessions  
If your child has special needs or not, this is a good opportunity to attend. 
These meetings are videotaped, so accessible through the web. Information sessions 
include: 

What is LABB?  
Your Basic Rights 
The Anxious Child 
What about ADHD 
Awards ceremony 

Butler has worked well with SEPAC over the years 
 
Principal’s Report  Mike McAllister 
 There are two exciting projects going on: 

http://fbe.belmont.org/


 
1. Social-Emotional Learning Initiative 

Update: Professional Development Day for teachers was today 
 Social-Emotional Learning is on the forefront of district wide initiative  

Workshops put on for teachers: Mindfulness; the Apology of 
Action (when sorry isn’t enough); Teaching Social-Emotional skills 
through books (the Zax); growth mindset, based on brain 
research; ways of problem-solving; choice words 

Talked about what they already do with social-emotional learning, but also what 
they want to do better. 

 Teachers and staff would like to do parent training of how they talk to kids, so we can 
share common language. Discussion re: using one of the PTA meetings to have this 
Parent training. 

 How do we create safe learning climate.  
 This will be topic at all faculty meetings  

 
2. School Breakfast Program  

Started this week. It is designed for students in need, but available to anyone. One does 
not need to sign up ahead of time, just show up.  

 offered daily from 8:20-8:35a 
 Numbers of students participating have steadily increased, from 8 on the first day to 27 

students today. 
 Already, visits to nurse’s office for snacks have decreased a lot  

 

Fundraising Membership Drive - Sabrina Tan and Laura VanderHart 

 90 families joined (29% of Butler families) 
In the next months (january) we will send again a reminder to families to join the PTA. 
  
Fun Run is in 2 weeks on Friday Oct. 16 
              (Rain date Fri Oct 23) 

 kids run for 45 min total (actual running is about 20 min) - they can run or walk, aiming 
for 2500 steps as measured by their pedometers 

 raised $18,000 last year 
 Goal this year: $11,000 

In the next months (January), we will another reminder to families to join the PTA. 
 kick off is tomorrow with video shown to kids, posted on facebook, and information email 

going out soon 
 will keep same Superhero theme 
 new route for Fun Run 
 parent volunteers will help direct run traffic 
 do we want to invite community members? Yes.  

The website was redone and it has a competitive edge. The spirit of this event is community- 
focus, Laura is working with them to eliminate competitive edge. If it bothers you, let Laura know 
and she will work with them.  
 
Proposed Votes: 
Election of Officers: 
Co-President - Barbara Bulfoni 
Vice-President - Kathleen Conneely 
Co-VP of Fundraising - Kate Weinstein 



Co-VP of Fundraising - Laura VanderHart 
Co-VP of In-School Enrichment - Karen Gutterman 
 
Vote for Co-President:  
Mike made a motion to nominate Barbara, Rola seconded, all approved. 
Vote for the other officers  
Mike made the motion, Rola seconded, all approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report and Budget:  
Rola made a motion to approve the budget, Barbara seconded, all approved. 
 
At the next PTA meeting, October 21, we will have Superintendent Phelan as guest speaker. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
 

 


