
 
 
 
PTA Meeting Minutes 
March 7, 2011 
 
Conducting: Camille Westover 
 
In Attendance:  Maureen Frohne, Frank Dill, Devin Brown, Cory Yankovich, Chan Park, Brian 
Bisceglia-Kane, Gerri Strickler, Lisa Oteri, Bernice Sim, Patrick Whittemore, Emily Westover, 
Michael McAllister, Jess Eisner, Kristin Romig 
 
February in Review 
Game Night 

 100+ in attendance; 73 games donated 

 Came in under budget, will spend remaining $46 on games 
 
Library Night with Jackson Gillman (Lisa Oteri) 

 >120 people in attendance 

 bookmark decoration, book donation was well received  

 For next year, 1 event will be like this one, considering options for other events 
 
Reflections Contest: Butler had several State winners:  Alicia Grassia (2nd Primary Visual Arts), 
Patricia Halliday (2nd Primary Music), Andrea Azocar (3rd Intermediate Music), Lara Zeng (2nd 
Intermediate Literature) 
 
Budget (Devin): Distributed $100 teacher reimbursement checks.  Budget: income close to 
expected; waiting for BEDP playground contribution.  Outflow: about $2000 more than income 
so far—as expected.   
 
Arts and Enrichment (Maureen):  Grants have paid for bus to Nutcracker, David Coffin (FBE), 
Tanglewood Marrionettes. 
 
FBE grants:  PTA committee established;  Lisa Gibalerio (Butler FBE Liaison) gave helped. 7 
grants were turned in on Friday, including maps, roll out topological map, anti-bullying 
curriculum, 6+1 writing traits, laptop carts, alpha-SMARTs for early writing. 
 
Box Tops (Gerri): containers in each classroom; traveling trophy.  Track total and get bonus Box 
Tops at boxtops4education.com.   
 
School Committee Update (Laurie Graham and Laurie Slap) 

 While the presented budget (available on BPS website) is not set in stone, it looks bleak 
for all of the schools, elementary through high school.   

 Efforts are underway to work with teachers’ union, private entities, and for a potential 
override.  The Warrant Committee is reviewing the budget and then it will go to Board 
of Selectmen.   



 Implications for elementary school:  art and music classes will be eliminated, that 
curriculum will not be covered by classroom teachers. Gym will be cut from 2 to 1 time 
per week.  Nurse will be reduced and guidance counselors will be cut.   

 Questions:  
o What will happen during the time that students would have been in music/art?  

Aides will take kids to library or aides will work on social competency.   
o Where can money come from?  Warrant committee decides on allocation 

between town and school.  At this time, that is not likely to change.  Free cash is 
not available for schools only.  School Committee is in collective bargaining with 
teachers’ union.  State aid is still undecided. 

o What is free cash and who is in charge of it?  Town Meeting is in charge of “free 
cash.” Free Cash is unused revenue, unencumbered funds; it is a reserve for 
emergencies.  

o What is the prospect of an override vote?  BOS is undecided.  There is a 
grassroots effort in support.  35 days are needed for the BOS to put a vote on 
the ballot. 

o What are the expenses for METCO?   Currently, in METCO 117 kids, 21 are 
receiving Special Ed services.  It is hard to pinpoint who much these Special Ed. 
services cost because of shared services, but these are not extraordinary 
expenses.  METCO grant pays for bus monitor and clerical aides, guidance, and 
METCO director.  We have 12 METCO kids at Butler.   

Further questions can be directed to any of the School Committee members; see the BPS 
website. 
 
Upcoming 
Flower Power: Fundraiser overseen by Kathy Craig 
Free Movie Early Release Wednesdays: 12:30 – 2:30, Studio Cinema, all elementary kids 
PTA Convention: in May 
Talent and Art Show: 30 submissions for Talent Show; 6 art submissions so far.   
Recycle Day: Saturday, April 9, 9:30 – 12:30 
Traffic and Safety Meeting: Thursday, March 10, 7-9 pm, Town Hall Auditorium 
Show up and voice concerns regarding traffic around the school. 
 
Business 
Bylaws: Motion to approve the new Bylaws was approved unanimously.   
 
Nominating Committee: Vote to approve Frank Dill, JoAnn Endo, Shonool Malik.  Motion 
unanimously approved. 
 
Community Input Dialogue: request by Superintendent for money.  A participant-led 
discussion—includes students, teachers, parents, former parents.  Output of the dialogue was 
the 18-Month Plan. Approved unanimously giving $150 for the Dialogue. 
 
Minutes: February minutes were approved by unanimous vote.  
 
Presentation on Bullying: Jess Eisner (school psychologist), Kristin Romig (guidance counselor) 

 Role of Psychologist: Counseling, consultation to teachers, psychological evaluations 



 Role of Guidance counselor: Counseling, classroom guidance, consulting teachers and 
parents 

Bullying 

 What is it? Bullying is aggressive behavior that is intentional, deliberately hurtful; with a 
power imbalance; repeated over time. 

 Types of bullying: physical, verbal, indirect, cyber bullying (much more of an issue in 
middle school, prepare 4th graders). 

 What can we do?  Legislation mandate; foster a positive school climate; empower 
bystanders; deliver a social competency program; deliver anti-bullying program to 3rd 
and 4th grade students. 

 Investigation and Documentation Reports:  Bullying Intervention and Prevention plan is 
posted on BPS. Aggressors and targets are tracked.  Parents of all kids will be notified.  
Follow up may include mental health support.   

 Positive school climate affects academic growth.  Butler has a strong community and is 
accepting of diversity.  

 Professional Learning Team is working to identify and incorporate a social competence 
program.    

 
Recommended reading:  
Simon’s Hook: A story about Teases and Put Downs on Karen Burnett 
Blue Cheese Breath and Stinky Feet: How to Deal with Bullies by Catherine DePino 
The Recess Queen by Alexis O’Neill 
How to Lose All Your Friends by Nancy Carlson 
 
Books on Feelings 
Today I Feel Silly and Other Moods by Jamie Lee Curtis 
Sometimes I Feel Like a Storm Cloud by Lezlie Evans 
My Many Colored Days by Dr. Seuss 
The Way I Feel by Janan Cain 
  
 


