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Parents:    Please review this with your child. 
Mary Lee Burbank School 

266 School Street 

Belmont, MA 02478 

 

 

March 2017 

 

Dear Burbank Grade 3 and 4 Students: 

 

The Dr. Feinberg Geography Challenge for the Senior Division (Students in Grades 3 and 4) will 

take place on the morning of Friday, March 24
th

, from 9:00-10:00A.M.  Your parents or 

guardians, grandparents and special friends or neighbors are welcome to attend the Challenge. 

 

All of the questions and answers for the Challenge are found in this book.  At the Challenge your 

team will be asked a few of the questions in each section of the guide.  We encourage you to 

study the questions both alone and with your teammates.  All questions will be directed to your 

team, not to you as an individual. Don’t forget to coordinate with your team on a theme or 

color to wear the day of the Challenge. 

 

The purpose of the Challenge is to learn and have fun.  You may find that some of the questions 

are easiest to learn by using a map or atlas to find locations and features. If you are able to 

understand how locations relate to one another, you may be able to avoid simply memorizing 

some of the answers, and you may be better able to remember what you have learned even after 

the Challenge is over.   

 

Congratulations to all of you who have decided to participate in the Challenge this year! If you 

have any questions, please contact one of the committee chairs. 

 

Good luck! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Clare Crawford, crawfocl@yahoo.com 

Kathy Collins DerKazarian, kaceycoll@yahoo.com 

Elizabeth Dustin, eadustin@netscape.net 
Aida Parnagian, aida0519@yahoo.com 

 

PTA Geography Challenge Co-Chairs 
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Dr. Feinberg Geography Challenge 2017 
Grades 3 & 4 

The World 

1. Q: Which country borders the United States to the south? 

A: Mexico 

2. Q: Tierra del Fuego is an island chain that is separated from South America by what 

narrow passage of water? 

A: The Strait of Magellan 

3. Q: Name the body of water that borders the Arabian Peninsula on its east and Africa on its 

west. 

A: The Red Sea 

4. Q: The Suez Canal, which connects the Mediterranean Sea with the Red Sea, runs through 

which country? 

A: Egypt 

5. Q: What large island nation lies off the coast of India?  

A: Sri Lanka 

6. Q: The Pampas are flat, fertile plains located mostly in Argentina and Uruguay.  On which 

continent are the Pampas located? 

A: South America 

7. Q: The Great Barrier Reef is a chain of coral reefs on which continent? 

A: Australia 

8. Q: The Himalayas are the world’s highest mountain range.  Name two of the five countries 

in which they are located. 

A: China, India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan 

9. Q: Which continent is crossed by every line of longitude?  

A: Antarctica 

10. Q: If you traveled along the Equator, what countries in South America would you pass 

through? 

A: Ecuador, Colombia, Brazil 

11. Q: The Amazon River starts in the Andes Mountains in Peru and generally flows east.  

Into what ocean does it empty? 

A: Atlantic 

12. Q: What ocean forms the Kenyan coastline?  

A:  Indian 



 

 

13. Q: What island is named for its location nearly halfway between North America and Asia, 

and halfway around the world from Greenwich, England? 

A:  Midway 

14. Q: About how far is it in miles from Belmont to the Equator if you fly the shortest route? 

A: About 4,800 kilometers or 2,900 miles 

15. Q: The capital of Ecuador sits directly on the equator. What is it? 

A: Quito 

16. Q: The “Ring of Fire” is the name for an area where volcanic eruptions and earthquakes 

happen frequently.  Around the edge of which ocean is the Ring of Fire located?  

A:  The Pacific Ocean 

17. Q: What is the largest of the Greek islands by area? 

A:  Crete 

18. Q: The tallest waterfall in the world is called Angel Falls, dropping a whopping 3,212 feet. 

In what country is this waterfall located?  

A:  Venezuela 

19. Q: What country is bordered by Afghanistan and Iran in the west, India in the east and 

China in the far northeast?  

A: Pakistan 

 

The United States 

20. Q: Name the two states that are not part of the continental United States? 

A: Hawaii and Alaska 

21. Q: In which state is the Grand Canyon located? 

A: Arizona 

22. Q: The city of Chicago sits on the coast of which Great Lake? 

A: Lake Michigan 

23. Q: Mount Rushmore National Memorial includes sculptures of the heads of George 

Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt and Abraham Lincoln.  In which state 

is it located? 

A: South Dakota 

 

24. Q: The Appalachian Trail is the longest continuous trail in the world.  In which states does 

it begin and end?  

A: Maine and Georgia 

25. Q: The lowest point in the United States is Death Valley.  In which state is it located? 

A: California 



 

 

26. Q: Which river creates the border between Illinois and Missouri? 

A: Mississippi River 

 

27. Q: The Four Corners is a name given to a location in the United States where you can 

stand in four states at the same time. Name three of the four states.  

A: Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona and Utah 

28. Q: What mountain range is considered the dividing line between the Eastern seaboard and 

the Midwest? 

A: The Appalachian Region 

29. Q: What state is known as the Granite State? 

A:  New Hampshire 

30. Q: When it is 2pm in Boston what time is it in San Francisco? 

A:  11AM 

31. Q: In which state is the geographic center of the continental United States? 

A: Kansas 

 

32. Q: Which two states surround the Chesapeake Bay, the nation’s largest estuary? 

A: Maryland and Virginia 

 

New England and Massachusetts 

33. Q: What was the name of the colony started by the Pilgrims? 

A: Plymouth Bay Colony 

34. Q: Name the large bay that creates the shoreline for the state of Rhode Island. 

A: Narragansett      

35. Q: In which Massachusetts town did the Puritans first settle? 

A: Salem 

36. Q: New England is made up of six states.  Name any three of the six states and their 

capitals. (Note: State abbreviations may be used when answering this question.) 

A: Hartford, Connecticut (CT); Augusta, Maine (ME); Boston, Massachusetts (MA); 

Concord, New Hampshire (NH); Providence, Rhode Island (RI); and Montpelier, 

Vermont (VT) 

 

37. Q: The highest peak in the northeast, this mountain is famous for its treacherous weather. 

A: Mt. Washington 



 

 

38. Q: Paul Revere started his midnight ride on the night of April 18-19, 1775, in Boston.  He 

was riding to warn the colonial militia that the British troops had landed in Boston harbor.  

What Massachusetts town was he riding to? 

A: Lexington 

39. Q: In which state is the easternmost point of the continental United States? 

A: Maine 

 

40. Q: Long regarded as the symbol of New Hampshire, this natural rock formation crumbled 

several years ago. 

A: The Old Man of the Mountain 

41. Q: Which non-New England state borders Massachusetts to the west? 

A: New York 

42. Q:  What is the nickname of the state of Massachusetts? 

A: The Bay State 

43. Q: New England includes three of the four most densely populated states in the United 

States. Name these three states.  

A: Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and Connecticut 

 

Belmont 

44. Q: Belmont took its name from a mansion in Cushing Square named “Bellmont.” What 

does the word “Belmont” mean? 

A: “Beautiful Mountain” 

45. Q: Belmont has three major commercial areas where people dine, shop and eat.  Name 

them. 

A: Belmont Center, Cushing Square, and Waverly Square 

46. Q: About how many square miles are occupied by the Town of Belmont? 

A: 4.7 

47. Q: Belmont is approximately how many miles northwest of Boston? 

A: 7 Miles 

 

48. Q: In what year was the Town of Belmont founded? 

A: 1859 

49. Q: Name one of two roads that form part of the boundary between Cambridge and 

Belmont. 

A: Blanchard Road, Grove Street 

 



 

 

Geographical Terms 

50. Q: What do we call the flat area that may form at the mouth of a river where it flows into a 

larger body of water? 

A: delta 

51. Q: What is the latitude, measured in degrees, at the equator? 

A: 0 degrees 

52. Q: Panama is a good example of a strip of land that connects two land masses surrounded 

by sea on either side.  What is this geographical feature called? 

A: isthmus 

53. Q: Usually formed by water erosion, narrow channels form in the mountainside. What are 

these channels called? 

A: gully 

54. Q: What do we call the imaginary point at each end of the earth’s axis? 

A: a pole 

55. Q: A shallow pool of salt water that is near the coast, it is usually cut off from the sea by a 

ridge of land and is a great place for swimming.  What is it called? 

A: a lagoon 

56. Q: What is a pointed piece of land that sticks out into a sea, ocean, lake or river? 

A: a cape 

57. Q: What is that part of the river called where the salt water of the sea meets the fresh water 

of the river? 

A: estuary 

 

58. Q: What is a body of water that is partially enclosed by land (and usually smaller than a 

gulf)? 

A: a bay 

59. Q: What does a cartographer do? 

A: make maps 

 

 

Bonus Question 

Q: Who is Dr. Feinberg and why is the Geography Challenge named after her? 

 A: She was the previous Principal of the Burbank school and she started the 

Geography Challenge more than 20 years ago.  



 

 

FLAGS 

 

Identify these flags: 

 

Australia: 

 
 

 

Barbados: 

 
 

Morocco: 

 
 

South Africa: 

 

Israel: 

 
 

Lithuania: 

 
 

Venezuela: 

 
 

Zimbabwe: 

 
 


