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Guiding Theme

	Differentiated Instruction/RTI


Inquiry Question


	How do we identify the specific writing skills needed to be taught in depth in order to improve the content and mechanics of second grade student writing?


Process 

	· We examined the Massachusetts Frameworks and Belmont Benchmarks to identify and prioritize content to teach.

· We explored and analyzed curriculum pieces, including 6+1 Traits Writing.

· We generated and organized lesson topics and activities.

· We created a prototype rubric to assess student writing.


Findings 

	· The most important arenas for second grade students to master are:  organization, conventions, and vocabulary.

· The 6+1 Traits curriculum’s organization is useful for framing our writing curriculum, but it was necessary to create our own specific lessons.

· After listing the content to teach in depth, we found mentor texts and instructional strategies for effective lessons.


Recommendations / Next Steps 

	· We hope to continue with our PLT next year.

· We will implement specific lessons based on the topics we generated.

· We will gather data on the content and mechanics of students’ writing.

· We plan to differentiate the curriculum based on student need.




