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Guiding Theme

	Differentiated Instruction/RTI


Inquiry Question


	How do we help student’s assess ideas in their own writing using 6=1 Traits so students can independently select worthy topics and be able to explode the moment?



Process 
	Incoming third graders were given a baseline writing assessment.  We assessed the writing using the ideas rubric from 6+1 and determined strengths and weaknesses.  We taught lessons on: Coming up with a topic, generating ideas, selecting a seed moment.  We developed four questions students needed to ask themselves to determine whether they had a worthy topic.  Students listened to examples that used sensory details and used a graphic organizer to incorporate sensory details in their own writing.  


Findings 
	We agreed that students are beginning to know how to create and use sensory details in their work more successfully.  This has been achieved through the lessons outlined above. However, many students are still showing an inability to know WHEN to use these parts in their stories.  



Recommendations / Next Steps 
	We decided that students needed more access to mentor texts and student exemplars in order to know WHEN to explode the moment in their own stories.  We hope next year to do a better job at scaffolding this process for the students by providing them more time to see exemplar work.   



