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Guiding Theme

	Deepening Teacher Content Knowledge


Inquiry Question


	How do we improve “voice” in student writing using the 6+ 1 Traits Writing Model?


Process 
	1. We designed a baseline writing assignment (prompt).
2. We research 6 + 1 Trait rubrics for voice but were unable to choose one because we would like to more consistent with other grade levels.

3. We administered the writing assessment and collected examples.

4. We read Chapter 8 from Mentor Texts by Lynne Dorfman

5. We chose styles of writing from Mentor Texts that would help our students add voice to their writing.

6. We chose mentor texts and developed lessons on one-of-a-kind phrases, strong verbs, and parentheses to help create voice.

7. Lessons were taught in each of our classrooms and samples of student writing were shared.

8. Teachers determined that focusing on voice in 4th grade helped students better develop personal narratives.  Final student samples showed a significant improvement.  Long composition narrative MCAS scores will also help determine the success of the lessons.


Findings 
	· Teacher determined that consistency across grade level classrooms regarding prompts, rubrics and lessons were important.
· The ability to share common writing samples and lessons improved our teaching.  
· Co-teaching or watching a lesson being taught was a valuable tool in learning how to teach the voice lessons.

· After reviewing many existing rubrics, we determined that we need to consult with other grade levels to have consistency with the assessments, rubrics and language used.


Recommendations / Next Steps 
	· We would like to collaborate with other grade levels to adopt more consistent language and rubrics.
· We would like to revise and add to our lessons.

· We would like to write an FBE grant to fund the purchase of Mentor Texts.


