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Contact Information

	Name
	School
	Grade Level or Subject

	Kelley Hurley
	WB Preschool Program
	Preschool Teacher

	Jenny Nichols
	WB Preschool Program
	Preschool Teacher

	Lauren Pisano
	Winn Brook
	SLP (K-4)

	Alecia Plotzke
	WB Preschool Program
	SLP (PK)

	Ali Skelly
	WB Preschool Program
	Preschool Teacher

	Nancy Smock
	WB Preschool Program
	SLP (PK)

	Melissa Valachovic
	WB Preschool Program
	Preschool Teacher


Guiding Theme

	Teaching the “Whole Student” (Goal #4)


Inquiry Question


	How do we use the Tools of the Mind curriculum in order to implement specific strategies to develop social competency and demonstrate higher thinking skills in children ages 12 months to 5 years?


Process 
	· Learning TOM theories and identifying strategies that reflect those theories
· Identifying students with delays in social competencies

· Development of a play skills checklist to use as a pretest

· Administering the pretest to identified students

· Teaching strategies in classrooms and small groups

· Administering a posttest to identified students


Findings 
	· Our question was valid and important to pursue, but difficult to answer within the specified time frame
· Developed strategies appear to be more effective with older students (ages 4 years and up), yielding a need for the development of differentiated strategies for different age groups and levels of development

· It is difficult to show progress—the checklist was not as comprehensive as needed to reflect incremental steps, students with significant needs make progress in much smaller increments, and most progress was better portrayed via anecdotal notes than in the pretest/posttest format

· This was a big undertaking—we needed a lot of materials and visual supports to implement our strategies, and those materials will need to be adapted for each individual group of students continuing into the future


Recommendations / Next Steps 
	Allow more time to develop each step (a long-term improvement plan): 

· Develop a stronger foundation of strategies and tools (through book studies, courses, workshops, and “field trips” or observations of other programs)

· Develop differentiated “curriculums” and strategies along the developmental progression

· Develop a more comprehensive assessment tool that reflects smaller incremental steps

· Develop materials and visuals in the form of “kits” or tool boxes that can be used with different strategies and student populations


