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	Kathy Hogan
	Burbank
	Grade 1


Guiding Theme

	Improving School Climate/Culture


Inquiry Question


	How do we explicitly teach students to use strategies and social language to cope with conflict in order to increase student’s ability to solve social problems independently?


Process 
	We piloted three social competency programs, namely, Second Step, I Can Problem Solve, and Think Social in Kindergarten, First and Third grade classrooms across the district. We attempted to implement each program throughout the year with fidelity, and tracked students ability to solve social problems independently. We also are attempting to answer the following questions about each program: Are we able to meet the goal of each lesson? Are the lessons ready-made? Are the lessons in a sequential order? Is the program designed for classroom use? Can the lessons be planned in under fifteen minutes? Are the lessons engaging for students? Does the language transfer to classroom use? Are the lessons multimedia?


Findings 
	Second Step seems to have the most consistent positive responses as an answer to all the above stated questions. It seems to be the most feasible for more broad use across the district and is research based.



Recommendations / Next Steps 
	Our PLT feels that the district should consider implementing Second Step on a broader scale to benefit students’ social and emotional learning, and therefore their academic performance. 



