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Guiding Theme

	Differentiated Instruction/RTI


Inquiry Question


	How do we improve students’ time management and comprehension of primary and secondary sources in order to have all students in college prep courses complete a long term research paper on time?


Process 
	Based on student survey results, we are testing two strategies to improve students’ time management and comprehension of primary and secondary sources in order to have all students in college prep courses complete a long term research paper on time.

Part I:   Alternate curriculum and research, ensuring that students are focusing on either a step in the  research process or course content materials.  Assess progress and make adjustments based on student performance after each step in the research process.

Part II:  Concentrate solely on the research process for an intensive period with no new historical course content presented.  Assess progress based on student work.




Findings 
	Part I: Students in Junior Modern World History (CP) classes who participated in the PLT program had an on time completion rate of 95% as opposed to non- PLT students who had an on time completion rate of 70%.  However, students (57%) noted that sufficient class time and scaffolding were more important to their success than the primary and secondary source sheets (17%) that were created to promote student comprehension.
Part II: Students in Sophomore American Studies (CP) and Freshman World History (CP) classes who participated in the PLT program had an on time completion rate of 87% as opposed to non-PLT students who had an on time completion rate of 64%.  However, students (64%) noted that sufficient class time and scaffolding were more important to their success than the primary and secondary source sheets (42%) that were created to promote student comprehension.



Recommendations / Next Steps 
	We would recommend that other CP classes follow either plan for completing long term research assignments.  While we got most assignments in on time the quality of the research and analysis of evidence needs improvement.  Our next step will be to focus on improving the quality of the final product.



