REFINING AND/OR VALIDATING A PLT INQUIRY QUESTION
                      Clarifying Question                                                                             Next Step

	· Does this investigation focus on a standard, lesson or learning objective where there is a clear opportunity/need to improve student performance?


	· If “yes”, identify the standard, lesson or learning objective.  Proceed to the next question.

	· Does evidence (data) exist to confirm and support that this inquiry focus targets an opportunity to improve student learning?


	· If “yes”, identify that data and what that data indicates about student learning.  Proceed to the next question.

	· Is there a knowledge base or best practices research available to tap that will guide the development of new instructional approaches or strategies that might be tested?


	· If “yes”, identify that knowledge base and/or research.  Proceed to the next question.

	· Are the new instructional approaches or strategies feasible and reasonable to test out in your classroom/school setting over the course of this PLT project?
	· If “yes”, generally sketch out your action research component (when you will be testing new approaches or strategies, collecting data and sharing results as PLT) along the PLT timeframe for 2011-2012.  Proceed to the next question.

	· Will you be able to measure improvement in student learning by either using existing data sources and/or by creating a common assessment?


	· If “yes”, identify the existing data source and/or describe what you hope to use as a common assessment to measure improvement in student learning.

	· Were you able to answer “yes” to all 5 clarifying questions?


	· Congratulations!  It is highly probable that you have a well-defined, valid inquiry question!
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