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Guiding Theme

	Acquisition of 21st century skills.


Inquiry Question


	How do we best prepare our students for the open response questions of the MCAS in order to improve open response scores?



Process 
	1. Assess students open response ability with a grade level wide prompt. 
2. Divide students into skills groups based on their reading and writing abilities.

3. Explicitly teach open response skills and strategies. 

4. Continually assess with open response prompts.

5. MCAS open response prompts (will analyze data in fall 2011).




Findings 
	*Students need explicit instruction in skills and strategies

*Repeated practice and exposure help

 *MCAS data in September 2011 is crucial to our professional learning team



Recommendations / Next Steps 
	Analyze MCAS data in September 2011
Skills groups with a focus on strategies for answering open response questions



