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Guiding Theme

	Differentiated Instruction/RTI


Inquiry Question


	How do we incorporate Assessing Math Concepts (Kathy Richardson) instruction, assessments, and activities into our current math program in order to improve first grade students’ number concepts? 


Process 
	· Went to Kathy Richardson Math Training (3 sessions) 
· Assessed all first graders with more/less trains assessment 

· Collected data and grouped children across grade level according to need 

· Developed and implemented an intervention walk-to model that incorporated Kathy Richardson activities during a block of time where students from all classes walked to a classroom according to their need

· Reassessed children that needed instruction with more/less trains assessment 

· Looked at data and many made gains

· Implemented Kathy Richardson activities during our current math blocks in classroom using small group instruction with new activities (with our own children) 


Findings 
	· Children who struggled with number sense benefited from Kathy Richardson activities during the intervention walk-to block
· Need more adult resources to make the program effective for all students 

· More effective when children are in small groups with teacher instructing and supporting than in stations during the walk-to 
· Hard to keep all the kit materials organized and in tact 

· Children enjoyed the activities and using all the manipulatives were engaging 

· Various activities for each skill

·  Students’ number sense did improve, but it is difficult to determine whether it was due to the Kathy Richardson activities, our current math curriculum, developmental growth, or all of the above

· Activities are pretty brief so there is a lot of transitioning 

· Need structured classroom routines in place for small groups to run smoothly and to enable the teacher to be freed up to work with a small group 

· Really time consuming to get kits organized and cut out 


Recommendations / Next Steps 
	· Decide if want to implement the program using the walk-to model or small groups in class next year 
· Continue to instruct in classrooms using the small group model and reassess

· Continue with other independent activities for practice and apply level kids
· Continue to put together the other Kathy Richardson math kits

· Continue to organize math closet with the central supply of resources for the program will be kept 


