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Contact Information

	Name
	School
	Grade Level or Subject

	Craig McMahan
	Wellington, Chenery
	K-5 Music

	Alix Pollack
	Burbank
	K-4 Music

	Christine Servilio
	Winn Brook
	PreK-4 Music

	Jonathan Eldridge
	Chenery
	5-8 Music and Chorus

	Sean Landers
	BHS
	9-12 Music and Chorus


Guiding Theme

	Acquisition of 21st Century Skills


Inquiry Question


	How can we approach teaching tonal literacy in order to improve our students’ success at hearing, singing, and reading tonal patterns and intervals?




Process 

	-Identify study group--2nd grade for el. school, ____ for middle school, 9-12 men’s chorale in high school)

-Formally assess study group at beginning of year prior to focused tonal literacy teaching this year

-Evaluate assessments—groups were unsuccessful at hearing/decoding/reading/singing grade-appropriate patterns and intervals

-Plan interventions—teach tonal literacy through a variety of activities and techniques throughout the year consistently, not just for one or two class periods

-Re-assess study group after a few months of focused tonal literacy teaching—groups were more successful at hearing/decoding/reading/singing grade-appropriate patterns and intervals

-Plan more interventions—continue to teach tonal literacy to groups focusing on areas that were troublesome during the second assessment

-Re-assess towards end of year to see if study groups reached expectations for hearing, decoding, singing, and reading patterns and intervals


Findings 

	See Recommendations/Next Steps



Recommendations / Next Steps 

	-Use new knowledge and abilities in tonal literacy patterns and intervals to hear/decode/sing/read songs.  Assess ability to do that and then do more teaching and practice so that students are successful at that.

-Continue focused teaching in tonal literacy throughout the course of the year for all grades 2-12.  Continued and consistent teaching creates ability to employ spiral method across schools and grade levels.




