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Keywords (for database searching)

	Butler Family Friends, METCO, Connector Program


Contact Information

	Name
	School
	Grade Level or Subject

	Rosanne Mili
	Butler
	K-4 Music

	Adrienne Landry
	Butler
	K-4 Art

	Connie Page
	Butler
	K-4 School Nurse


Guiding Theme

	Improving School Climate/Culture


Inquiry Question


	How do we establish a sustainable program for Boston/Butler students and their families in order to make Boston Students and their families more connected to the Butler School Community?



Process 
	October – November
· Investigated similar programs in other Belmont Schools and neighboring towns.

· Contacted Belmont METCO program coordinator

· Contacted BAR (Belmont Against Racism) to request financial support

· Discussed needs particular to our community

· Wrote letters explaining program and encouraging interest

December – January

· Organized and met with interested families (December)

· Contacted local church for donation of meeting space.

· Organized and implemented “kick off” event (January).

February – March

· Contacted PTA to encourage PTA involvement in future

· Met with interested parents to plan for future



	


Findings 
	We found that there was great interest, enthusiasm and need for this type of program from both Belmont and Boston families.  Approximately thirty families responded to our letters and emails and 65 people attended the kick off event.  Parent’s suggested that future activities/way to connect include:  On line Yahoo groups, community service projects, parent dinners at a local restaurant, group visits to the Zoo, and brown bag lunches at the playground or Boston Common.  The organizers of this group will be part of the Butler PTA next year.


Recommendations / Next Steps 
	Include staff as Family Friend mentors


