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	English

	Anne-Marie Wayne
	BHS
	English
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Guiding Theme

	Acquisition of 21st century skills


Inquiry Question


	How do we improve juniors’ literary research skills so that there are more senior thesis proposal acceptances?



Process 
	1) Reviewed senior thesis proposals from last year and brainstormed possible reasons for the rejections
2) Administered a survey to juniors and seniors

3) Analyzed survey data

4) Created a series of lesson plans that addressed secondary source research skills

5) Piloted lesson plans (Huck Finn trial)

6) Reviewed and edited senior thesis contract form

7) Created talking points for junior teachers 

8) Reflect and summarize process, findings, and outcomes for the final exhibit


Findings 
	1) 38 % of seniors surveyed did not have their first thesis contract proposal approved.
2) Of those with rejected proposals, 21% were denied due to secondary source issues, while 15% were denied due to issues with the primary source authors/topics.

3) Of seniors surveyed, 40% decided on their topic as a result of independent research, while 26% decided using teacher assistance, and 19% decided with help of a parent/friend.

4) Of seniors surveyed, 40% did not read the author’s work before selecting him/her as a thesis topic.

5) Of the juniors surveyed, 83% stated that they use general databases (google, bing, yahoo, etc.) as their primary internet research tool.

6) Of juniors surveyed, 78% claim to view multiple websites before selecting the most helpful website.

7) Of juniors surveyed, 66% state that they use supplementary websites (sparknotes, Wikipedia, etc.) to help with their curriculum texts. 
8) Of those 66%, 39% claim to use the sites for help with reading comprehension, 19% to deepen analytical understanding of the text, 6% as a substitute for reading, and 6% to find textual evidence for class assignments.

9) 64% of students surveyed did NOT agree that referencing supplementary websites for help with reading comprehension is academically dishonest.

10) 57% of students surveyed did NOT agree that referencing supplementary websites to deepen analytical understanding is academically dishonest.

11) 61% of students surveyed AGREED that referencing supplementary websites as a substitute for reading is academically dishonest.

12) 41% of students surveyed AGREED that referencing supplementary websites to find textual evidence for assignments is academically dishonest.

13) Overall, we found that more preparation (in the forms of modeling, lessons, assignments, etc.) needs to occur during junior year in order to better prepare seniors to complete the senior thesis process.

14) Additionally, students responded extremely well to the Huck Finn and Awakening secondary source assignments in which they were able to actively engage in the arguments of the various literary critics.




Recommendations / Next Steps 
	1) All 11th grade teachers should collaborate to create more modeling, direct instruction, and assignments that actively engage students in the arguments of secondary sources.
2) Students should be exposed to a wider variety of authors/topics during their 9, 10, and 11 grade years (through outside reading assignments, bookfairs, etc.)





