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Guiding Theme

	Differentiated Instruction/RTI:  Expand the variety of instructional strategies, supports, and interventions practiced in all schools to reach all learners.


Inquiry Question


	How do literacy circles conducted during the “Walk To” model improve the retelling, inferencing and summarizing skills of students who are not identified as requiring RTI support?


Process 
	The following methods were implemented.  Data was kept for each to influence our decision making process.  

1. K packs – short text followed by multiple choice questions

2. Tall tales tic-tac-toe for reading comprehension, focused on retelling 

3. Folk tales tic-tac-toe reading comprehension, focused on retelling 

4. Literature circles instruction of roles: artful artist, cool connector, word wizard, super storyteller, discussion director 

Observation notes and data were collected throughout the year which influenced our decision making process and the evolution of our walk-to model.   Meaningful discussion and collaboration took place in an on-going process to evaluate the materials and methods we implemented.  Based on these discussions (formal and informal meetings) rich lessons and materials were created that naturally progressed in difficulty (tasks, concepts, independence, expectations) as the students skills progressed.



Findings 
	This was an evolving process – observations and data enabled us to critique each method and informed our planning decisions. 
-time frame of 30 minutes is limiting

- somewhat disconnected from the flow of day

- students who left room during Walk-To did not have the opportunity to benefit from this same literature experience 

– students who did not participate because they were involved in direct literacy instruction as part of RTI,  asked to participate in the activities they missed

-  comprehension and retelling improved (Fountas and Pinnell scores)

- the techniques used improved as the students improved

-  literacy circles are not  feasible at the first half of the school year – students don’t have the knowledge of story elements and strategies they need to conduct independent literacy circles

-was valuable for students 


Recommendations / Next Steps 
	· Make sure there is time for planning including gathering rich literature and making materials for all teachers who will use them.

· Make this model available to all students.

· Provide enough adult support that can be scaffolded as the students become more independent.

· Identify ways to teach the skills needed for literacy skills from K – 4th grade.  




