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Guiding Theme

	Acquisition of 21st Century Skills


Inquiry Question


	How can we use realia as an efficient tool to develop cultural literacy and teach 21st century skills?


Process 
	· As a group, we indentified the need for universal and versatile accompaniment to authentic media materials.   

· We invented a group of key questions that could be applied to different authentic realia experiences, and divided them into three categories--OBSERVE/REFLECT/CONNECT-HYPOTHESIZE—inspired by Ritchard and Perkins’ “Making Things Visible” from Educational Leadership.
· From this group of questions, we highlighted and refined 4-5 to be used specifically as reaction and discussion facilitators in the post movie viewing setting.
· We then individually used these questions in our own classroom settings and circumstances, and reflected back.



Findings 
	We were pleased with the process, as it better grounded our thinking about cultural lessons and possibilities, AND ALSO provided us with tangible materials to use and modify to our needs.
We found that our questions yielded enriching and expansive discussions, and well as ideas for formulating less subjective assessments on culturally authentic realia.  



Recommendations / Next Steps 
	The assessment piece—how to formally assess cultural response and literacy.
How to evolve past the hitherto over-done “cultural projects” and aim higher; expect deeper understanding and connections.


