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Guiding Theme

	Differentiated Instruction

	Teaching the Whole Student


Inquiry Question


	How do we design instructional strategies that target boys in order to increase their engagement in the classroom?


Process 

	1) We reviewed some literature to confirm the need for our research.  We read The Trouble with Boys by Peg Tyre.  Our suspicions were confirmed!  National data confirms that boys are less engaged in the classroom.

2) We reviewed Belmont data to confirm that boys are not doing as well as girls in the classroom.  MCAS data show that boys do not do as well on the Reading Comprehension portion of the MCAS, especially in the elementary and middle school years

3) We read Teaching Boys, Reaching Boys: Strategies That Work by Michael Reichert and Richard Hawley.

4) We implemented various strategies in our classrooms and reported back to the group on our successes (or failures!)

5) We evaluated the strategies using “exit tickets” that asked students to rate their interest/engagement in the lesson as compared to other lessons they’ve experienced this year.


Findings 

	* Boys and girls were generally more engaged using the strategies we tried.

* The “novelty” of some of the lesson types seemed to wear off - so you couldn’t just use the same strategy repeatedly.  In fact, we learned in our reading that novelty in itself is a strategy to increase boys’ engagement in the classroom

* We saw that special education girls were sometimes negatively affected by the strategies we tried.




Recommendations / Next Steps 

	* try more of the strategies that we found in the literature about boys in school

* create lessons for the shared folders of our grades/subject areas that utilize these strategies




