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Guiding Theme

	Acquisition of 21st Century Skills


Inquiry Question


	How does teaching creative thinking skills lead to innovation in middle school students?


Process 
	We followed the following process for our research, using 6th grade students:
-We gave a Pre-test

-We taught components of creativity in ways that related to our subject areas:
Elaborate

Analyze         

Refine

Evaluate
-We gave a Post-test
We also had a control group of 6th grade students who completed the pre-test and post-test without receiving the lessons on the components of creativity.


Findings 
	Overall, a general positive trend was seen in the outcome of students’ assessments in the areas of originality and complexity, versus static results in the control group
Students scoring in the “novice” category decreased in each discipline for both originality and complexity


Recommendations / Next Steps 
	-Round table discussion with subject area representation about how these components of creativity are used in all subject areas.  In differentiating instruction, this would be helpful, as it would allow for all teachers to differentiate better using examples for application of these components of creativity from subjects that may be bigger strengths of certain learners. 
-For teaching, the mini-lesson approach and explicit teaching of creative skills is recommended. The improvement seen in the test groups versus the control group shows that students did improve from direct instruction


