
Senior Thesis Annotations: required for CP English, recommended for AP/H English to support 

additional essays to be written during the year 

 

Purpose: Marking the text while you read is a means to interact fully with it—to ask questions, 

identify confusions, make connections, and note patterns.  Annotating enables you to engage 

with the text and respond authentically.  Annotation will help you to identify significant passages 

ready for further analysis in your journals and help guide you to potential thesis topics. 
 

Method: Annotate as you read.  It will slow down your reading a bit but get you thinking 

actively and deeply and help you out when it comes time for a final test or paper.  As a general 

guideline, for every 10 minutes spent reading, spend about 2-3 minutes annotating, but ideally 

reading and annotating are happening simultaneously.  Please do not spend hours and hours 

annotating; do take the time to note passages of genuine interest to you.  
 

Requirements: 

● At least 40%-50% of the pages in your PS should have annotations 

● Annotation looks like: 

○ Underline or highlight compelling passages and write some notes in the margins. 

○ Underline some challenging words—particularly words that repeat—and write 

their definitions in the margins.  (Do NOT get bogged down looking up every 

word you don’t know!) 

○ Note passages where the language is particularly memorable or compelling or 

beautiful and try to make note of why, e.g., is it the imagery or perhaps a 

particular syntactic structure? 

○ Note patterns and connections.  If a particular passage on page “x” reminds you of 

something on page “y,” make a note of it.  Also note connections among texts.   

○ Think deeply and widely about the text.  Consider the themes and methods of 

writing this author uses to reveal his/her meanings.   

 

Rubric “Exceeds” “Meets” “Not Yet” 

Quality of Annotation:          

- Compelling passages are noted (marked and analyzed) 

- Ideas are compelling, intriguing, and authentic 

- Comments are both varied and specific. 

- Method to meaning ideas are consistently and perceptively explored 

- Patterns and connections within text and across thesis books are identified 

      

Tangible Requirements: 

- At least 40%-50% of the pages have annotation 

- Annotations are a combination of highlights/underlining and your own writing 

      

[Exceeds = A; Meets = B; Not Yet = C/D] 

 

Sample Annotation 



 
 



 
 

  



 

 

 


