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Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

Can students really learn with iPads in the classroom? Grade 8 science teachers will share what we've learned this year 
as we've examined the role of iPads in the classroom. In addition, we will outline our short-term and long-term 
proposals for using iPads to increase student engagement and responsibility. 

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Joanne Marks* CMS Grade 8 Science 

Vanessa Bullard CMS Grade 8 Science 

Jon Marks CMS Grade 8 Science 

Deborah Darlington CMS/BHS Director of Science 

 
PLT SMART Goal  

By the end of the 2012-2012 school year, we will utilize instructor iPads to determine if they are an effective tool in 
lowering the percentages of students earning “Need Improvement” and “Warning” on the Spring Grade 8 Science & 
Technology MCAS. 
 
 

 
Key Actions 

 

 Obtain iPads for each PLT member  
 

 Examine other examples of iPad use in science classes 
 

 Experiment with Apps for Education- ShowMe, projecting via Apple TV, molecule modeling 
  

 Pursuing Funding for iPads for students, including writing and submitting detailed proposal to the Foundation 
for Belmont Education. 

 
Findings  

 
 
Our New Goal 
 

• To make iPads available to 8th grade students in a 1:1 setting to: 
– Foster digital citizenship 
– Increase organizational skills  
– Develop personal responsibility 
– Create an environment that could extend iPad use beyond the school day 
– Allow students to practice  21st Century Skills 

 
Factors that changed our goal 
 

• iPad pilot in the Social Studies department at BHS 
• The members of the PLT had a professional day at BC High School 
• Common Core Curriculum and 21st Century Skills 



• Reading Across the Curriculum Workshop 
 
 

Our PLT group visited BC High in Boston, where all students, grades 7-12, have iPads.  During this visit, 
the 8th grade science teachers began to see the potential of the iPad as an important tool for organization, 
communication and collaboration.  The biggest insights came during a one-hour session when each one of us 
spoke with two or three 7th grade students.  The students proudly showed us how they organized their class 
notes, homework assignments, and other documents in the iPad.  They described using the app Edmodo to 
communicate with each other outside of class for help on homework.  They spoke of the convenience of 
always having everything they needed for school with them, in one small device. 
 

After this visit, it became clear that the iPad’s greatest strength is not giving access to various content 
apps, but as a tool that allows students become more responsible for their academic success.  When students 
and teachers can quickly conduct research, share information and respond to one another’s work, the paths 
that learning takes are multiplied (teacher to student, student to teacher, and student to student).   
 
 
 

 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

 
• Next Year 

– Have access to a class set of iPads per team 
– Emphasize teaching students strategies to effectively use the iPad and organize their work in transition 

to the high school 
– Integrate changes to the science curriculum   

• Down the Road 
– Move to a 1:1 classroom where each student had their own iPad that would be used across the 

curriculum 

Summary and Planning for the Future 

Ultimately, we believe that iPads will have the greatest positive impact on student learning with a 
complete 1:1 model, modernizing the school experience for all students. In this scenario, teachers 
cooperatively plan long term assignments and have the flexibility of planning short-term assignments to fill 
needs, but teachers now have the ability to extend and continue these learning experiences beyond the 
classroom.  Middle schools students are at an age where they are excited to incorporate creativity in to their 
projects.   Using an iPad in assessments that focus on 21st century skills is a natural fit for the middle school 
student.  

With iPads, students engage in secure forums and “Facebook-like” chats regarding their curriculum 
outside of school.  Students access current events relevant to their classes and report back on them the next 
day.  Students learn to keep an organized digital workspace, maintain a complex file structure, seamlessly 
harness the potential of multiple applications in one project, and develop a sense of responsible digital 
citizenship with the guidance of their teachers.  These skills are not necessarily mandated by state or federal 
standards at this time, but they are the skills that highly effective, educated citizens need in today’s 
workplace.  Through the use of iPads in the classroom, Belmont students will have the advantage of being 
trained to adjust to ever-changing technologies. 

In addition to the benefits that students will experience during their 8th grade year, an 8th grade 1:1 
model will help ease the transition of students from Chenery to Belmont High School.  Middle school has 



always been played a key role in preparing students for the rigors of high school.  Even with a focus on 
preparation at the middle school level, the high school transition can be challenging for many.  Middle 
school is a perfect climate to introduce iPads to students.  Teachers already focus on organization and 
accountability at this level.  This would be the perfect opportunity to help students prepare to use the iPads 
responsibly to organize themselves and to start to develop their 21st century skills. 

Students will be taught to use technology responsibly as a tool for communication and acquiring 
knowledge rather than just a diversion.  Students already take the initiative to create Facebook pages for 
their classes.  In this unsupervised setting they communicate about class.  With iPads in every student’s 
hands teachers could create and moderate these environments, ensuring that the usage of these forums is 
of the highest quality.  Training students to be good and productive digital citizens should happen as early as 
possible so that they can be successful in the less structured high school environment. 

In a 1:1 setting an iPad becomes the student’s portable locker.  For students who struggle with 
organization this will be a great benefit.  Training middle school students to have efficient work flow in a 
digital environment is a skill that will prepare them for high school and their lives beyond.  Every year 
traditional organizational skills like keeping a binder or filling a file cabinet become more obsolete.  Students 
should be trained for the world they will enter upon high school graduation and not for the world as it was 
for the past century. 

 

All students deserve the advantages described above.  While it is often assumed that every Belmont 
student has opportunities similar to this at home, this is not the case.  Currently, teachers assign work using 
digital media and the internet on a regular basis even though not all Belmont students have access to these 
technologies nightly. This creates an unfair situation for students who don’t have access to the technology, 
but to withhold an opportunity to engage with such timely and innovative materials would be unfair to all of 
the other students.  We hope to expand the 8th grade iPad program to a true 1:1 model within a few years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


